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a word in relation to this matter at this time; but 
it has been my misfortune not to have read the 
message of the President as have those Senators 
who have already addressed you. I suppose, sir, 
that this message has been drafted with some care, 
and with some reference to the rules of grammati- 
cal construction. If T remember aright a rule that 
js laid down by Lindlay Murray, it is, that the 
perfect tense not only represents an action as pass- 
ed and finished, but contains a direct allusion to 
the present time. What is the language of the 
President? ‘It has never been contemplated by 
‘me as an object of the war to make a permanent 
‘conquest of the Republic of Mexico, or to annihi- 
‘Jate her separate existence as an independent na- 
‘tion.’ It seems to me that there Is here a most 
pregnant allusion to the present time. It appears 
that the Administration has begun to entertain a 
different notion, and Iam confirmed in this belief 
by looking at another passage in the message, 
where the President says : 

“If, after affording this encouragement and 
‘ protection, and after all the persevering and sin- 
‘cere efforts we have made from the moment Mex- 
‘ico commenced the war, and prior to that time, 


*to adjust our differences with her, we shall ulti- | 


‘mately fail, then we shall have exhausted all hon- 
‘orable means in pursuit of peace, and must con- 
‘tinue to occupy her country with our troops, 
‘taking the full measure of indemnity into our 
‘own hands, and must enforce the terms which 
‘our honor demands.”’ 

He does not tell us how much it will take to fill 
his hands or satisfy his honor, but he tells us that we 
have possession of New Mexico and California 
now; but he fails to inform us how much more ter- 
ritory willbe a satisfaction for the further and more 
vigorous prosecution of the war which he recom- | 
mends. And I am the more desirous of saying a 
word at this time by reason of the intimation which 
has been thrown out, that there are some who are 
opposed to the war, and prefer manifesting that op- 
position on an abstract resolution, and who yet 
will not take the responsibility of opposing the 
measures which the President recommends. Sir, 
I do not know but that my ideas may be. peculiar 


upon this subject; but [ believe that the war was | 


commenced in falsehood, and prosecuted in injus- | 
tice, and that the institutions of the United States | 


are in more danger at this momentof annihilation | 


than those of Mexico; and I have no sympathy 
with those gentlemen who tell us that this measure | 
has no connection with the origin of the war. I | 
think it has everything to do with it, and I would 
like to see gentlemen who think otherwise solve 
this problem, and inform us how long it will take, 
in the manner we are going on, to arrive at the 
end of the war. 


[ would that they would tell us how long must | 
we persevere in a wrong cause before we shall | 


come out right. 


2 would be glad if they would tell us another 
thing. 


to keep a peace. Conquer a peace! that seems to 
be a sort of magical phrase, and the course recom- 
mended to effect it reminds me of the manner 
of treating a patient pursued by an old Spanish | 
physician, who fancied that by letting blood and 
administering warm water, he could cure all dis- | 
eases. In proceeding with this practice, it was 
found that his patients all died; the Doctor said 
that the reason was because he did not take enough | 
blood from them. He took more from his next | 
patients, and they continued to die, aad upon a | 
consultation as to whether some ciber mode of | 
treatment might not be attended with better re- 


sults, he said he would listen to the recommenda- || 


tion for a change of treatraent, if he had not writ- 
ten a book upon the sv'vject. Well, sir, the Presi- | 
dent has written & vook, and requires of us that | 
we should follow it. Now, recognizing no such | 
obligation as that, 1 desire that this measure may | 
be discussed; I desire that this subject should be | 
discussed fully, freely, and fairly, as embraced in | 
the resolutions proposed by the Senator from South 


Carolina and the Senator from New York, and 
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I would like to hear them demonstrate to | 
us how much better it is to conquer a peace than | 


|| Indemnity and security. 
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that those of the Senator from South Carolina 
should take precedence of those offered by the 
Serator from New York: for the resolutio os of the 
Senator from South Carolina relate to the yuestion 
how much territory we shall rob Mexico of; and 
the Senator from New York tells us how to take 
care of the spoils after we have got them. I there- 
fore think that the resolutions of the Senator from 
South Carolina should take precedence of those of 
the Senator from New York, and that they should 
both take precedence of this bill. [desire that the 
question should be presented in such a manner, 
that the whole country may understand it, and, 
sir, itis all involved in this ten regiment bill. It 
seems to me the question presented by the bill will 
determine the whole matter; if we are to go on 
and follow the course pointed out by the President, 
and give him ten regiments of regulars and twenty 
of volunteers in addition, then of course this bill 
is to be passed. 
But if, as I believe, the war was commenced in 
' error, here is the place to stop; and, with my con- 
sent, the first dollar shall not go from the national 
treasury, until the President informs us how much 
he supposes will be required to bring the army 
home by the» shortest and cheapest ronte. For 
this purpose he shall have money; but not, with my 
| vote, for continuing the war with an indefinite pur- 
pose. I think it is time that the country should 
understand what we are aiming at, and I think that 
the belicf of a great majority of the people already 
is, that the war was not only a crime, but a blun- 
der; and it is this which calls attention to it more 
forcibly than if it had remained simply a crime, an 
unfortunate one, certainly, when viewed in the best 
light. And lam willing that if the expression of 
this view should bring ever so much opprobrium, 
thatit should come now. It seems to me that those 
who view the policy of the Administration as a 
miserable one cae ’ 
and vote accordingly. Let us not be guilty of the 
miserable inconsistency of saying that this war is 


an error, and of still voting supplies to enable the | 


President to carry iton. Let Congress, on whom 


|| the responsibility rests, and to whom the country 


will look in this matter, take the war into their 
own hands, and declare distinctly and unequivo- 
cally to the country what they intend, and what 
they desire. 
I do not know that there is a single member on 
this floor who sympathizes with me in the view 
which I take, but I believe that this war marks the 
age as barbarous, and that we are vastly more in 
danger of bringing ruin and destruction upon our 
own institutions, than those of the country with 
which we are at war. I want the question pre- 
sented boldly, not by way of problem or mere ab- 
| straction, Por one, my mind is made up. Not the 
first dollar shall the President take by my vote, for 
either regular or volunteer force, until he comes 
forward and informs the country how much he 
| does want in order to secure an loasteble peace, 


and the mode in which he proposes to effect so de- | 


_ sirable a result. Theother day, the honorable Sena- 
tor from Michigan told us that every man, woman, 


| and child in the country knew what we wanted. | | 
confess I heard this assertion with some astonish- | 


| ment; for if it be true, I could not class myself with 


| either man, woman, or child—for I confess I did | 


not know. Nor was [ in the least enlightened 
| when the honorable Senator added that it was in- 
| demnity and satisfaction. 
| Mr. CASS. I beg the honorable Senator’s par- 


| don; that was not my expression; indemnity and | 


security were the words I used. 


Mr. 
Mr. CASS. That isnot my fault. 


v3 but waiving for the present the dis- 
| cussion, whether it is owing to the inability of the 


honorable Senator to impart, or of myself to receive 


| light, and to proceed: 


ever. [ donot intend at this time to do more than 
to make these general remarks. On some future 


boldly and distinctly say so, | 


ALE. Well, I have not got any light yet. | 


Mr. HALE. No, sir, it is owing to my opaci- | 
|| ty probabl 


Indemnity for what? || 
| Security for what? Here endeth the first lesson. 
| We do not know, we are as much in the dark as 
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occasion IT propose, not with the hope of influen- 
cing the action of the Senate, but to place myself 
aright before those who have sent me here, to ex- 
press ny views more fully in regard to the war. 
And permit me tosay here, that | think the origin 
of the war lies a litle deeper than any of the causes 
which have been assigned by those who have 
spoken upon the subject. I believe the origin of 
the war lies in the avowed object of the American 
Government to perpetuate the institution of Amer- 
ican slavery. That I believe to be the true design 
and purpose of this war; and if it had not been for 
that cause we never should have had it. Believ- 
ing this to be the fact, and that any exposition of 
the origin and cause of this war, which stops short 
of that, stops short of the trath, T shall endeavor on 
some subsequent occasion, with the indulgence of 
the Senate, to satisfy the country by reference to 
the official documents, that such is the origin and 
purpose of the war, and to indicate my own views 
of the true policy to be pursued in reference thereto. 

Mr. SEVIER. What is the motion now pend- 
ing? IT understand it is a motion to take up the 
bill for the purpose of making it the order of the 
day for Monday next. I ask the yeas and nays 
upon that motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland. I understand 
that the honorable Senator from Michigan has no 
objection that the consideration of the bill be post- 
poned until! Monday. 

Mr. CASS. None at all; but if there is not to 
be an understanding that it shall be the order of 
the day for Monday, we may as well proceed to 
vote upon it now. 

Mr. SEVIER suggested, that if the bill were 
taken up now, it might remain as unfinished busi- 
ness, and would come up on Monday as a matter 
of course. 

The question was then put upon the motion of 
Mr. Cass to proceed to the consideration of the 
bill; and, the yeas and nays having been ordered, 
it was decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Bradbury, Breese, Cass, Davis of Mississippi, Dickin- 
son, Dix, Dougias, Felch, Poote, Rusk, Sevier, Sturgeon, 
Turney, and Westeott—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Butler, 
Calhoun, Clarke, Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Greene, 
Hale, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Man- 
gum, Phelps, Underwood, Upham, and Yulee—19. 

The Senate being equally divided, the Vice Pres- 
ident gave the casting vote in the affirmative. 

The bill having been read a second time— 

Mr. MANGUM said: I hope that this bill will 
be allowed to be passed over for the present. [ 
very much desire that it should not now be taken 
up, and, above all, that the final action upon it 
should not be had until all the great questions 

| touching the policy of the Government in regard 
to the Mexican war have been discussed, and the 
sense of this body in relation to them clearly as- 
|| certained. For we are called upon to act now, 
| we must act affirmatively; for 1 suppose there is 
no one who will not be disposed to grant what 
‘| may be deemed necessary. It will then amount 
‘| to an affirmative of the necessity for still further 
es this war, the end of which no man can 
foresee. or myself, sir, in case l am driven toa 
vote upon a measure of this kind, before | have an 

opportunity of examining into these subjects, I 

shall endeavor so to vote as to throw the responsi- 
‘bility upon the Executive, and to assume only 
|, that degree of responsibilty which will attach toa 
vote under such circumstances. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business; and, after some time spent 
| therein, the doors were opened, and 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvrspay, December 30, 1847. 


The Journal having been read— 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, rose to a question 
| of order. On Monday last he offered a resolution 
| which was received by unanimous consent; and 
this, he apprehended, was virtually a suspension 
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of the rules for its consideration. When the House 
adjourned, that resolution was under consideration, 
and it seemed to him, that if the rules were sus- 
pended they would remain suspended until it was 
disposed of. Even the morning hour must yield to 
that resolution under the circumstances, That the 
rules were suspended for its consideration by com- 
mon consent was evident, for it was not in order 
when he offered it, and yet it was received and 
considered, [le hoped, therefore, that the House 
would now resume the consideration of that reso- 
lution, and dispose of it. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee was im There were other reso- 
lutions on the table which had been received by 
general consent, which, however, did not neces- 
sarily take precedence. There was also the Presi- 
dent’s message, with other documents, which were 
now unfinished business, although they had been 
received and partially considered, precisely as was 
the resolution of the gentleman from Tennessee. 
The Chair was of opinion that the general consent 
operated only to permit its introduction, but the 
adjournment while it was pending piaced it with 
other papers received in the same manner. Since 
the other papers to which he referred had been left 
on the table by adjournments, the regular order 
of business had been proceeded with, and, if there 
were no objection, the Chair would now resume 
the call on the States for petitions. 

No objection being made, the call for petitions 
was proceeded with, commencing the call of the 
States backwards, at the State where the call was 
suspended on ‘Tuesday last; and petitions were 
presented— 

By Mr. GOGGIN: Of Thomas U. Welch, ad- 
ministrator of Churchill Gibbs, a revolutionary 
soldier, for balance of half pay due to his intestate: 
referred tothe Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
Of the heirs of Colonel Charles Lewis, deceased, 
of the county of of Albemarle, for seven years half- 
nay, &c.: referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

By Mr. DANIEL DUNCAN: Of citizens of 
Delaware county, Ohio, praying the attention of 
Congress to the provisions of the treaty of Browns- 
town of L808, and acts of Congress designed to 
carry into effect its stipulations. Of citizens of 
the counties of Sandusky, Seneca, Wyandot, 
Marion, and Delaware, for the same: referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

By Mr. MILLER: Of Jacob Rrinkerhoff, and 
other citizens of Richland county, Ohio, for the 
establishment of a daily mail-route from Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania, to Mansfield, Ohio: referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
toads. 

By Mr. DICKINSON: Ofcitizens of the county 
of Sandusky, Ohio, for a mail-route from Lower 
Sandusky to Cold Creek : referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: Of citizens of Jackson 
county, Ohio, for a new maii-route from Jackson 
Court-House to Portsmouth : referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. COCKE: Of Robert Ellis—heretofore 
presented, February 6, 1846—which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. CROZIER: Of citizens of the counties 
of Roane and McMinn, Tennessee, for a mail- 
route from Athens to Kingston, in said State: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

By Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON: Of Rachel 
Salts, widow of John Salts, deceased, of Green 
county, Tennessee, for relief on account of dis- 
abilities incurred by her late husband in the late 
war with Great Britain: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BOYD: Of Sarah Stokes, widow of 
John Stokes, deceased, of Graves county, Ken- 
tucky, for a pension: referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. STEPHENS: Of Thomas L. Ross, 
postmaster at Macon, Georgia, for the attention of 
Congress to the reduced pay of postmasters: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

By Mr. THOMAS BUTLER KING: of 
Lieutenant David D. Porter, in behalf of Eliza 
Bache, widow of the late Lieutenant G. M. Bache, 
for remuneration for the property and money of 
her late husband, which were swept overboard 


error. 


from the United States brig Washington when.he |: 
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was drowned : referred to the Committee on Na- | 


val Affairs. 
By Mr. GOGGIN: Of Thomas J. Randolph, 


for Congress to purchase or publish the manu 


TT 


scripts of Thomas Jefferson, late President of the | 


United States : laid on the table, and the memorial 

and accompanying papers ordered to be printed. 
By Mr. SIDNEY LAWRENCE: Of citizens 

of Warren county, New York, for Congress to 


pass a law to continue the pensions granted to | 


widows of revolutionary officers and soldiers du- 


on Revolutionary Claims. 
By Mr. N. K. HALL: Of the common council 


of Buffalo, New York, for an appropriation of ! 


$400,000, for the improvement of Buffalo harbor; 
and that it be passed in a separate bill for that 
purpose : referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


$y Mr. HUBBARD: Of the Legislature of |! 


Connecticut, that if any territory shall hereafter 
be acquired by the United States, or annexed 
thereto, slavery or involuntary servitude, except 
as a punishment for crime, shall be forever ex- 
cluded from such territory: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Territories. 

By Mr. PALFREY : Of Elizabeth Howe and 
others, for peace with Mexico: referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. Of Charles Hum- 
phreys and 43 others, of Lancaster, Massachu- 
setts, for peace with Mexico: referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. GRINNELL: Of Elijah Swift and 
others, of Falmouth, Massachusetts, for an appro- 
priation to save the harbor of Great Wood’s Hole: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. Of Bart- 
lett Pease, cooper of ship Columbia, for a pension : 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Of Sylvester Bourne and others, fora buoy ona 
rock in Falmouth, Massachusetts: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

3y Mr. J. @. ADAMS: Of Francis Freeman, 
administrator of the estate of William H. Free- 
man, deceased : referred to the Committe of Claims. 
Of Esther Scolley, widow of John Scolley, a rev- 
olutionary soldier and officer, for a pension: refer- 
red to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
Of several widows of revolutionary soldiers, for a 
continuance of their annuities during the terms of 
their natural lives: referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. Of citizens of Phila- 
deiphia, for reduction of postage on all newspa- 
pers not containing over five hundred square inches: 


Post Roads. Of Jacob Kerr, in relation to several 
land warrants: referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. ; 

By Mr. PEASLEE: Of William M. Leighton 
and others, for remuneration for services in 
Wilkes’s exploring expedition: referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Petitions were also presented by Mr. ABBOTT 
and Mr. ASHMUN. 


SLAVERY. 

Mr. TUCK presented a petition of citizens of 
Philadelphia, praying the passage of a law pro- 
hibiting the international slave-trade: referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. TUCK presented the petition of Joseph 
Lindsly and 70 others, citizens of Philadelphia, 
praying Congress to appropriate the proceeds of 
the public lands for the extinction of slavery in the 
United States, and moved its reference to the Com- 
mittee on the Territories. 

Mr. GAYLE moved that the petition be laid on 
the table. 

Mr. BRODHEAD inquired of the Chair if a 
member expressed his desire to debate the petition 
it would not be laid aside under the rule ? 

‘Lhe CHAIR said that the gentleman from Ala- 
bama [Mr. Gayie} had moved that the petition be 
laid on the table, and that motion was not debatable. 

Mr. BRODHEAD requested Mr. Gaye to with- 
draw his motion to lay the petition on the table. 

Mr. GAYLE declining to withdraw his motion— 

The question was put on the motion to lay the 
petition on the table, and decided by yeas and 
nays—yeas 86, nays 70, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barringer, Barrow, Bayly, Bedinger, Bird- 
sall, Botts, Bowdon, Boyd, Boydon, Brodhead, William G. 
Brown, Charles Brown, Buckner, Burt, Beverly L. Clark, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Crozier, 
Cummins, Daniel, Dickinson, Donnell, Garnett Duncan, 
Alexander Evans, Faran, Featherston, Ficklin, French, 


Fulton, Gayle, Gentry, Goggin, Green, Willard P. Hall, Ham- 
mons, Hurmanson, Harris, Hill, Hilliard, George S. Hous- 
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ton, Inge, Charles J. lngersoll, Jamieson, Andrew Johnson 
James H. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jon. . 


| John W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennon, Thomas Butler er 


La Sére, Letter, Lord, Lumpkin, MeClernand, MeDowetj 
McLane, Mann, Miller, Morris, Pendleton, Peyton, 4 y4.. 
bury, Preston, Rhett, Richey, Robinson, Sawyer, Simpson 


Sims, Smart, Robert Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Thii.edeany 


| ‘Tompkins, Johu B."Thonspson,Wiiliam Thompson, Tuner, 


Venable, Wick, Williams, and Woodward—s6, 

NAYS —Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Green 
Adams, Ashmun, Bingham, Blanehard, Brady, Butler, 
Clingman, Collamer, Collins, Conger, Cranston, Crowell 
Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Daniel Duncan, Dunn. Eckert, 1). 


ai- 


y : 1 i | wards, Embree, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, Pries, 
ring their natural lives: referred to the Committee | 


Giddings, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, Henley, Henry, 
Hubbard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenkins, Ke}. 
logg, Daniel P. King, Lahm, Sidney Lawrence, Lincoln, 
Marsh, Marvin, Muliin, Murphy, Palfrey, Peaslee, Peck, 
Putnam, Reynolds, Julius Rockwell, John A. Reckwel), 
Root, Ruansey, St. John, Schenek, Caleb B. Smith, Truman 
Sinith, Starkweather, Andrew Stewart, Charles E. Stuan, 
Strolin, Sylvester, Taylor, Richard W. Thompson, ‘Tuck, 
Vinton, Warren, and White—70. 
So the petition was laid on the table. 


On motion by Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, it was 

Ordered, That when this House adjourns it will adjourn 
to meet on Monday next. 

After some conversation between the SPEAK- 
ER and Mr. GAYLE on a point of order— 

Mr. GAYLE moved to reconsider the motion by 
which the first petition presented by Mr. Teck 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

W hich motion was informally laid over. 

Mr. TUCK presented the petition of David T. 
3urr and 68 others, inhabitants of Pennsylvania, 
praying Congress to adopt such measures as will 
abolish slavery throughout the United States, and 
moved its reference to the Commiitee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to lay the 
petition on the table; which was agreed to. 

The call of the States was continued, and a pe- 
tition was presented— 


From Maine: By Mr. SMART. 


PRINTING FOR THE HOUSE. 
Mr. STEPHENS, by leave, offered the follow- 


ing resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to report to this House when the copies of the President's 
Jate annual message, with the accompanying documents, 
which were ordered to be printed, may be expected to be 
delivered for distribution; and whether any action of this 
House, and, if any, what, can facilitate the execution of the 
public printing of the House. 


Mr. HUNT said he would state, in justice to 


_the printers of the House, that he had been in- 
|| formed by them that the message would be printed 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 


and laid-on their tables early next week. 
The resolution was adopted. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, from the 
Committee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of the legal representatives of James Brown. 
Read a first and second time, committed, and or- 


| dered to be printed, 


Also, a bill for the relief of Daniel Robinson; 


| which was read a first and second time, commit- 
| ted, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. CROWELL, from the Committee of Claims, 
made adverse reports on the petitions of Wm. 


| Brook, James Morrow, Patrick Cunningham, and 


Geo. B. Hollenback; which were laid on the table, 


and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to issue a register to the barque Sarah 
and Eliza; which was read a first and second time; 
when 

Mr. GRINNELL moved that the bill be now 
put upon its passage. : 

The question was put, and the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, made an adverse report on the memorial 
of the Protestant University of the United States, 
asking a donation of land for its support. Laid 
on the table, and memorial and report ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, made an adverse report on the petition 
of N. P. Bennet. Laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 


GREAT SOUTHERN MAIL. 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a joint resolution 
concerning the transportation of the mail from 
Washington south. 

The report having been read— 
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Mr. GOGGIN hoped the House would consent 
to consider it now. d 

The SPEAKER remarked, that he did not alto- 
eether understand the manner in which this amend- 
ment came before the House. It appeared that the 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads sub- | 


mitted a report on a resolution which had been 
referred to them, but it was not necessary that 
they should report an amendment. 

Mr. GOGGIN replied, that the joint resolution 
which he had now reported from the committee 
was offered as a substitute for that which had been 
referred. 

The SPEAKER suggested to the gentleman 


from Virginia to modify his proposition so that the | 
question could be taken on the joint resolution re- | 


ported from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads as an original proposition. A joint 
resolution had been referred to the Commitee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads after it had been 
read, without being subjected to the action of the 
House. It was submitted to the committee for 
examination, and the committee therefore could 
strike out the original resolution and introduce any 
other. 

Mr. GOGGIN then desired the joint resolution 
now before the House to be considered as the re- 
port of the committee, which he hoped the House 
would act upon at once. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, asked for the 
reading of the resolution, and it was read accord- 
ingly. 

Mr. GOGGIN then remarked, that the question 
was on the resolution; that he understood to be 
the question now before the House for considera- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER replied that a joint resolution 
was in the nature of a bill, and must go through 
the same forms. The question then would be on 
passing it to a second reading, and no debate 
would be in order until it had been read a second 
time. 

Mr. GOGGIN expressed the hope that it would 
be read a second time now. 

There being no objection, it was read a second 
time by its title. 

Mr. GOGGIN hoped there would be no objec- 
tion to further action on this subject at this time. 
He hoped that all sides of the House would concur 
in now disposing of it, for both the North and the 
South, the East and the West, were interested in 
its speedy disposal. The interests of the people 
everywhere were involved in this subject, and he 
asked itas a matter of favor that the House would 
now consider it, and put it on its passage. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, inquired if a 
motion to refer to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union was now precluded ? 

Mr. GOGGIN said the question now before the 
House was, whether it would proceed at once to 
the consideration of this joint resolution. If the 
gentleman from Alabama objected to that, he would 
say 80. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, desired to make a 
motion that it be referred to a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and that it be 
printed. 

The SPEAKER said that the motion was in 
order, 

Mr. JONES, in continuation, said there was 
more in this resolution than meets the eye at the 
first view. In it was involved not only what 
should be paid to a railroad company for trans- 
porting the mail from this place to Richmond, but 
a compensation to every railroad company in the 
Union, There was a difficulty existing between 
the Postmaster General and a railroad company. 

Mr. GOGGIN rose to a question of ote. 
Where a motion was made to refer to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, was it in order to go 
into the merits of the whole subject? 

The SPEAKER replied that it was not in order 
to take so wide a latitude. 

Mr. GOGGIN hoped the House would adopt 
the proposition of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
we — itself at once into Committee of the 

ole. 


The motion to commit and print was then put 
and carried. 


Mr. GOGGIN then moved that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 


State of the Union, for the purpose of taking up 
this joint resolution. 


Mr. COLLAMER said that would not answer 


the purpose of the gentleman from Virginia, be- 
cause the business before the Committee of the 
Whole must be taken up in the order in which it 


stood on the calendar, and the rule could not be | 
| suspended except on Monday. 
The SPEAKER remarked that a motion was in 


| order to go into Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. GENTRY. 


But the object of the gentle- 


| man from Virginia would not be reached by that 


course, 
Mr. GOGGIN, then, would withdraw his mo- 


| tion. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, said he would make 
a motion which would take precedence, and which 


he believed was now in order. It was, that this 
House do now adjourn. 


The yeas and nays were called for, and Mr. 


JONES withdrew his mation. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, inquired if the 
House must not necessarily go into Committee of 
the Whole on this joint resolution, inasmuch as 
it involved an appropriation of the public money? 

After a brief discussion on the difficulty in which 
the House was involved— 

Mr. GOGGIN moved a reconsideration of the 
motion to commit, for the purpose of bringing it 
before the House for its action. 


Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, made some | 


| remarks to the gentleman from Virginia, but he 
| was inaudible at the reporter’s desk. 


| 








Mr. BOTTS hoped the House would consent to 
the motion of his enllearue, the chairman of the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. By 
the adeption of that mation, they would get before 
them the question, and he hoped it would be dis- 
posed of. He was somewhat surprised at the op- 
position which was made by gentlemen on the 
other side to what he considered one of the plainest, 
clearest, simplest propositions—to a proposition, 
too, in which the whole community was deeply 
interested. 

He did not blame gentlemen who looked on the 
other side of this question, for one side was always 
good until the other was told. He attached no 
blame, therefore, to those who rely simply on the 
dictum of the Postmaster General; but he took this 


| oceasion to say, that he held himself prepared to 
| show, when the question came fairly before the 


House, that the Postmaster General had not only 
mistaken his duty, but had violated his duty, and 
had violated the law of the land; and that he had 
done so without having accomplished the object for 


| which he professed to have acted. The Postmaster 


General had interrupted the communication of the 


| country from New Orleans to Maine; he had sub- 


jected the country to most intolerable inconvenience 
and delay in the transmission of the mails, and he 


| nevertheless paid more money out of the depart- 


ment for this inconvenience than for the despatch 
and regularity of the mails. There was sometimes 
a way of telling the truth by which false impres- 


| sions could be conveyed. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, rose toa question of 
order. He believed, on a motion to refer, it was 


not in order to go into a discussion of the subject 
to be referred. 
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was one in which every part of the country had a 
deep interest. Public attention was called to ithy 
the newspaper press on the one hand, and, on the 
other, by boards of tra’e and commercial associa- 
tions in New York, Philadelphia, New Orleans, 
and other important commercial cities. The sub- 
ject was one which demanded immediate action. 
It was not merely a question of inconvenience; it 
was a question of loss, great positive loss, to the 
trade and commerce of the country. 

He would not, however, now go into an ex- 
tended argument on this subject. He would only 
ask the House to favor them by reconsidering the 
question, that it might come up fairly for a discus- 
sion, and be preperly understood. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, would not say 
that the opponents of this proposition could prove 
their position as clearly as the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Berrs} said he could prove his, but 
he (Mr. Brown) thought it would be shown that 
the Postmaster General had acted with good faith 
to these railroad companies and to the country. 
He had acted as liberally as he ought to have acted, 
and he (Mr. B.) thoughtit would be seen that this 
was but the beginning of a series of attempts to 
control the Post Office Department by the roilroad 
companies, if they were encouraged by this House. 
Ifan opportunity were afforded to examine all the 
facts of the case, it would he seen that they must 
now, at the beginning, set their faces against this 
system of extortion, or throw the whole over to the 
eare and management of these companies. ‘The 
gentleman from Virginia had spoken of a clamor 
from one end of the country to the other on this 
subject; but were they, he asked, to be driven 
from the course which the department found it 


| necessary to pursue, by the clamor of those who 


| own interests in the matter? 
| tleman would take that position, 


The SPEAKER replied, that the rule was not | 


so broad as the gentleman from Tennessee appear- 


| ed to suppose it to be. Debate on a motion to refer 


had not so wide a latitude as in Committee of the 
Whole; but on a motion to refer, debate sometimes 
arose which to some extent involved the merits of 
the question. 
Virginia to be in order. 

Mr. BOTTS had no disposition to discuss the 
merits of this bill at this cime. 
he could exercise his own discretion on the sub- 


He believed the gentleman from 


On the contrary, if | 


ject, he should prefer to hear what gentlemen had | 


to say on the other side, and also to hear the gen- 
tleman who reported this resolution speak in its 
justification, before he (Mr. B.) said anything. He 


thought there was a most erroneous impression ex- | 
isting in regard to the merits of this whole subject, | 


and he would prefer that the gentlemen opposite 
should make all their objections to the original res- 


olution, and urge all their arguments, before he | 


said another word on the suiject. At this time, 
all that he desired was to obtain a fair hearing of this 


subject, and he wasanxious that the House should I 


adopt the motion to reconsider; for, if the joint res- 


der the rule which the House adopted a week ago, 
it would be impossible to say when it would be 


reached, The subject involved in this resolution | 


were imerested, and cared for nothing beyond their 
He thought no gen- 


Sut he was not disposed at this time to go into 
a defence of the Postmaster General, or into the 
yarticulars of this case. The Postmaster General 
iad offered to this company all he deemed himself 
authorized to offer, either by law, by the action 
of his predecessors, or by his own judgment. He 
could offer no more, he could give no more; and 
now, after the company have refused to take it, 
the committee have gone so far as to require him 
to offer the contract to them again, and subject 
the Government, perhaps, to very heavy losses, 
in the payment of damages to the other company 
and individuals interested, for a violation of the 
contract entered into with them. 

He was not prepared to say how far the new 
route might accommodate all parties when it 
should be fairly in operation. It might be found 
injurious to the public interests to transport the 
mail by that route; and if so, he would be willing 
to subject the Government to a loss by discontinu- 
ing it. But when every part of the country was 
calling for a reduction of the rates of postage, the 
department was called upon by the gentleman 
from Virginia, and those who were immediately 
interested, to increase the pay of carrying this 
mail beyond what was, given to other railroads, 
and beyond what appeared a fair compensation for 
the service. This—all this—could be clearly and 
fully shown. 

Mr. RHETT wished to make a single sugges- 


| tion to the gentleman who brought forward these 


resolutions. It might be that he did not under- 
stand their purport; but if he did, there was one 
point which seemed worthy of the gentleman’s 
consideration and that of the House. If he un- 
derstood the second resolution, there was no pro- 
vision at all made in it by which the Postmaster 
General could make any arrangement with the 
company with whom the contract now exists. 
The company would have the right then, it ap- 
peared to him, to run their boat daily over the 
route, and at the end of the year to require the 
whole sum, viz: $140,000, to be paid—the sum 


|| which the department stipulated to pay. Would 


it not be very unwise thus to put our hands into 
the mouth of the lion? It might be very expe- 


|, dient that the old route should be restored; but 


i 
} 


' 
} 


i] 


hi 
‘ 


rudence dictated that some discretion should be 
eft to the Postmaster General, so that he might 


| be enabled to make some arrangement with the 
olution went to the Committee of the Whole, un- | 


new line to pay them whatever damages they may 
sustain by discontinuing that route, and take it 
out of their power to bring in a demand of 
$140,000 at the close of the year, the same as if 
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the mail had been carried by them-during the 
whole time. 

Mr. GOGGIN hoped he should be pardoned, 
having had the honor to report this joint resolu- 
tion, for claiming the attenuion of the House fora 
short time upon a subject which so deeply affected 
not only his own State, but the whole South, and 
the whole country. 
at the hands of the committee that attention which 
a subject of so much importance deserved. The 
committee had not, however, come to the conclu- 
sion which he adopted. He did not intend to sup- 
‘port the resolutions, but hoped the House would 
put itself back upon the well-founded resolution 
of his colleague, [Mr. Borrs,] in which be (Mr. 
B.) and his constituents were so deeply interested. 
The resolution of his colleague simply authorized 
the Postmaster General to renew the contract which 
had already existed for the transportation of the 
mail between this city and Richmond. ‘The gen- 
tlemen from Pennsylvania, his colleague on the 
committee, [Mr. Brown,] had thought proper to 
tell the House that this company came here de- 
manding an increase of pay at the hands of Con- 
gress. With all due respect for that gentleman, 
he must be allowed to say that he entirely misap- 
prehended the nature of the question presented to 
the consideration of the House. The company 
demanded no increase of pay over what they had 
received since 1843. ‘They came here not as peti- 
tioners; but the representatives of the people, in 
obedience to the potential voice of the people, as 
uttered through public meetiigs, not only in the 
Old Dominion, but everywhere, North and South, 
demanded that this HTouse should consider and act 
upon this subject, and that with promptness and 
despatch, This company, or its friends here, did 
not present themselves asking this House to au- 
thorize the Postmaster General to make an in- 
crease of their pay. For a period, ever since 1843, 
this company had received at the hands of the late 
and of the present Postmaster Gencral, under a 
joint resolution of Congress, and under an award 
of Mr. Tyler, the late President of the United 
States, the very sum which they now asked this 
House to authorize the Postmaster General to pay 
them. Mr. G. read from statistics exhibiting some 


This resolution had received | 
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running for the last two years in compliance with 


a schedule which required them to run in nine 
hours and a half; and had done this without a dol- 
lar’s increase of compensation. But the Postmas- 
ter General, not content with this, had chosen to 
send the mail by acircuitous route, from this city 
to Baltimore, thence down the bay to City Point, 
thence up the James river to Richmond, and up 
the Appomatox to Petersburg; making a distance 
of near four hundred miles, instead of one hundred 
and thirty miles by the direct railroad and steam- 
boat route from this city! And by this circuitous 
route was the great southern mail of the United 
States now conveyed; thus seriously affecting so- 
cial and business communication, and holding back 
for several days intelligence from the army. In- 
stead of having reference to the expedition of the 
mail, the Postmaster General seemed to be experi- 
menung upon the country, and endeavoring to 
show at how slow a rate it could be transported; 
for, instead of running through in nine hours and 
a half, as the company had by the direct route for 
two or three years, by this roundabout uncertain 
route it now took thirty hours; and we had already 
been without a mail in this city from the South for 
five days. 

Mr. G. further commented at some length upon 
the impolicy of suffering such a mail arrangement 
to continue, and upon the serious injury to the 
community in all its interests resulting therefrom. 
lie also condemned it on the ground of economy, 
and read from a communication of the Postmaster 
General, showing that all he expected to save by 
the change of route was $575 and odd cents; and 
this, Mr. G. said, by discontinuing the mail ser- 
vice between Richmond and the next largest city 
in the State, Petersburg; without which discontin- 
uance, instead of a saving to the Government, the 


cost of mail transportation by this change of route || 


would actually be increased about $8,000. 

Mr. G. proceeded to show, that by the recent 
arrangement of the Postmaster General, there was 
a creat loss of time, of money, and of the interests 
of the country. He also read sections of the law 
governing the department on this subject, which 
evidently contemplated such a state of things as 
that which now existed, and from which he arened 


_ Dee. 30, 


| this company was not only required to transpoy; 
| the mails atany time the Post Office Department 
| might require, but to build ice-boats, and k¢ ep open 
the navigation, which was for the general beet 
of the country. And yet, with these restrictions 
and burdens, and with greatly enlarged mails, this 
company was expected to do this service for twep. 
ty-five per cent. increase of pay on stage routes, 

He contended that the Postmaster Genera] was 
not restricted, as he scemed to imagine, except 
that he should not pay more than three hundred 
dollars per mile. Within that sum the Postmaster 
General had a discretion, and that amount he was 
not asked nor expected to pay. He was asked 
only to give that which had been already paid, 
and which had been awarded to the company by 
| the President of the United States and by Con. 
gress. The Postmaster General himself had ac- 
knowledged that the service on the Potomac was 
| satisfactorily performed. He had also admitted 
that the service by the bay could not be as satis. 
factory as by the railroad and steamboat on the 
old route; and yet, with these facts before their 
eyes, they were to sustain great inconvenience, 
unless the company would be content to receive 
less than a fair compensation, which had beey 
heretofore paid to them. This great nation, and 
the interests of twenty millions of people, were to 
| be trifled with for a paltry saving of a few hun- 
dred dollars. 

In justice to the Postmaster General, he would 
say, that he had been furnished with all the infor- 
mation he had required, cheerfully and promptly. 
The Postmaster General had evinced every dispo- 
| Sition to facilitate a thorough examination of the 
subject; and he (Mr. G.) did not charge the Post- 
| master General with intentionally violating his 
| duty to the country, or any law which he was 
required to carry out. But he was of opinion 
| that the Postmaster General had been mistaken in 
his construction of the law. He was satisfied the 
law would not be so construed by Congress. If, 
then, he was mistaken, the sooner he was set 
right the better; for the sacrifice of the business 
men of the country was greater than they should 
| be suffered to endure. 

Within the last few days he had learned that a 








ce 


of the details of the case in proof of this state- 
ment. Instead of the company making exorbitant 
demands for this service, as was represented, it 
had been adjudicated by Congress, and sanctioned 
by the President of the United States, that they | 
were entitled to the same pay which it was now 
asked to give; and, ever since 1843, down to July 
of this year, (embracing two years of the admin- 
istration of the present Postmaster General,) they 
had received it. But that officer now came to this 
House and said, in his annual report, that to allow 


| merchant in Richmond, having to remit $50,000 
| to New York, felt compelled to withdraw that 
amount from his business two days sooner than 
he would have been required to do if the mail 
were transported by the railroad. It had been 
said that the interests of the merchants of Rich- 
mond alone would be sacrificed to a_ greater 
amount than the sum in dispute between the Post- 
master General and the ssllched company by the 
present state of things in that department. It 


that the Postmaster General had unnecessarily de- 
layed the mail to thirty, instead of having it trans- 
mitted from Baltimore to Richmond in little more 
than nine hours. He trusted that this House 
would take such steps as would enable the coun- 
try to enjoy the benefit of a more speedy convey- 
ance of their correspondence, and that the railroad 
company in question would be permitted to realize 
the small profits to which they were entitled—pro- 
fits which had been solemnly adjudged to the com- 
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this compensation any further, would be a viola- 
tion of law. 

This same compensation had been paid from 
1843 to the time when the present Postmaster Gen- 
eral came into power; and since that time, through 
his whole administration, until July 1, 1847, and 
then for the first time had he discovered that, to 
make any further payments at this rate, would be 
violation of law! At that time (July Ist) the con- 
tract expired; the company, however, had con- 
tinued to carry the mail without a specific agree- 
ment. At the expiration of that quarter, namely, 
on the Ist of October, the Postmaster General 
refusing to pay the price authorized by joint reso- 
lution of Congress, and reducing the compensation 
from $260 to $237 50 per mile by railroad, and 
from $237 50, about 12 per cent. by steamboat, the 


company gave him notice that they could not con- | 
tract for the service at that rate; and, on the 10th | 
of the present month, being unable to conclude | 


any arrangement, they suspended the service. 
Mr. G, commented upon that portion of the re- 


port of the Postmaster General which refers to this | 


mail service, and the argument therein brought 
forward to sustain the proposed reduction, That 
Officer had told them, thatif such a reduction were 
not made, other railroad companies would come 
forward demanding an increase of pay; and yet 
(said Mr. G.) he tells us, in the same report, i 
he has been able to conclude contracts with com- 
pee in every portion of the Union, by which a 
arge amount of money is saved. 

When this contract was made, it was under a 
schedule which required the company to perform 
the trip between this city and Richmond in eleven 


pany heretofore both by the President and by 
Congress. He briefly explained the statement of 
the arrangement which the Postmaster General 
had entered into yor the transmission of the mail, 


-and the legal powers conferred on him, and com- 


mented on the fact that the Postmaster General 
had made no contract which Congress could not 
supersede. No contracts had been signed, and 
hence they had no guarantee for the speedy trans- 
mission of the mails, nor for the performance of 
the terms of any agreement into which the new 
contractors might enter. 

The Postmaster General, in his annual report to 
the President, which he presumed each member 
had read for himself, communicated the informa- 
tion that the contracts were for a specific time, un- 
less Congress should otherwise direct—admitting, 
therefore, that this House was not bound by any 
contract that the Postmaster General had made. 
To this he called the attention of the House, and 
also to the fact, that this railroad company had 
heavier mails to transmit than some others, and 
were exposed to expenses from which others were 
exempt, and consequently was entitled to a liberal 
compensation. He appealed, then, to the House 
not to tolerate this arrangement of the Postmaster 
General, especially at a time when so many of their 
countrymen were anxiously waiting to hear from 
their sons, brothers, and relatives, who ‘were peril- 
ing their lives in defence of the honor of their 
country in Mexico. In estimating the relative 
value of services by companies, circumstances 
should be considered. It was not equitable to pay 
for services on the Potomac the same compensa- 
tion that southern companies received. In the 
South there were no obstructions from ice, as in 


hours and a half; and yet they had actually been |! the Potomac. And it should not be forgotten that 


would be better, therefore, if Congress could not 
afford them relief, that the merchants should meet 
together and pay the difference themselves. This 
same view had been taken by the merchants of 
| New York and elsewhere. toa what was their 
own experience on this subject? Wh » up to 
last night, they had not received a mail bearing 
tidings from their homes for five days. He heard 
| one gentleman say the other day, when accounting 
| for his absence from this House, that he had been 
to Richmond to get his letters. If a change could 

not be made in the arrangement for the transmis- 
| sion of the mails, he was satisfied many of them 
would find it more convenient to have their letters 
sent to Richmond than to the post office connected 
with this House, for from Richmond they could 
obtain them in advance of the usual mail convey- 
| ances of the department. : 

But there was another matter connected with 
these arrangements to which he wished to call the 
attention of this House, especially of those who 
were disposed to sustain the department. The 
Postmaster General had invoked their aid for the 
purpose of stopping private expresses throughout 
the country. But could it be expected that pri- 
vate expresses could be suppressed when the in- 
tercourse of the country was thus obstructed? 
Unless an improved system were adopted, instead 
of stopping those private expresses now traversing 
the country, hundreds of others would be soon 
started; for the country would not tolerate a mail 
arrangement which required thirty hours to do 
that which could be done in nine hours. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, rose toa ques- 
tion of order. 

Mr. GOGGIN. I have done. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Well, then, as he had the 
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floor, he would say a word or two on this subject. } 
He saw no good use to which this discussion } 
i} 
| 


could lead. But little could come out of it. It | 
was a matter which had attracted no attention in | 
the House until it was brought up to-day. Very | 
few of them were sufficiently informed on the sub- | 
ject at presenty and hence they could not make up 
their minds so as to dispose of it without further 
consideration. ‘The Postmaster General was per- 
fectly dead; the post office was abolished; nothing 
was left of it; and he asked for time to look upon | 
the sad spectacle. He moved, therefore, to lay | 
the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, desired the || 
gentleman from Arkansas to withdraw that mo- 
tion, to give him an opportunity to make an ex- | 
planation. s 
' Mr. JOHNSON would be willing to do so if | 
the gentleman would renew the motion to lay on | 
the table. 

A brief conversation ensued, which being unsat- | 
isfactory to Mr, Jonnson, he refused to withdraw | 
the motion. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved that the House ad- | 
journ. 

The motion, on a division, was agreed te: and 
the House adjourned to Monday next, at twelve 
o'clock. 








PETITIONS, &c. | 


The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred : 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of sundry citizens of | 
Jackson county, in the State of Ohio, praying for the estab- 
lishment of a new post route from Jackson court-house to | 
Portsmouth, in that State, by Zenos Keller’s and Jackson 
Furnace. 

By Mr. HALL, of New York: The petition of the Com- | 
mon Council of the city of Buffalo, praying for an appro- 
priation tor the improvement of the harbor of that city. 

By Mr. DUNCAN, of Qhio: Petitions from citizens of 
Wyandotte, Marion, Seneea, Sandusky, aad Delaware 
counties, in the State of Ohio, praying the attention of Con- 
gress to the provisions of the treaty of Brownstown of 1858, 
and acts of Congress designed to carry into effect its stipu- 
tations. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Jacob Messersinith 
and others, citizens of Lordstown, Trumbull county, Obio, 
praying for peace with Mexico. Also, the petition of Wil- 
liam Cranage and others, citizens of Warren, Trumbull 
county, Ohio, praying for peace. with Mexices. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee : The memorial of Ra- 
chel Salts, widow of an invalid soldier, praying Congress to 
grant her some relief. 

By Mc. DUNN: The petition of Elijah Milam, asking pay 
fora horse lost in the United States ranging service. Also, of 
Jane Suller and of Alexander McDonald, asking a pension 
Also, of Caleb Bell, asking the arrearage of pay of Matthew 
Bell, who died in the United States army. Also, the peti- 
tion of Daniel Hart, asking that a land warrant be issued to 
him as the legatee of his father for services in the revolu- 
tionary war. 

By Mr. PALFREY: The petition of H. D. Pinney and | 
others, of Tioga county, N. ¥.; of Charles Humphreys aud 
others, of Lancaster, Worcester county, Mass. ; of Catharine 
©. Tenney and others, of Kennebunk, Me.; and of Eliza- 
both Howe aud others, severally praying for peace with Mex- 
ico. Also, that the memorial of the President and Fellows 
ot Harvard College, in Cambridge, Mass., praying for the 
remission of duties paid on a telescope, and lor the privilege 
of importing books and philosophical apparatus duty free, be 
taken from the files and referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. ; 











IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 3, 1848. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of War, exhibiting 
the oe for pensions which have been re- 
jected during the year 1847; which was referred 
to the ae on Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of War, made in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the Senate in relation 
to the further use and occupation of Fort Arm- 
strong, on Rock Island, asa military site; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. ASHLEY presented a memorial adopted at 
a convention held at Washington, in the State of 
Arkansas, composed of delegates from the several 
counties bordering on the Red River, praying an 
appropriation for removing the raft in that river; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

Mr. BREESE presented the petition of citizens | 
of Montgomery county, Illinois, praying the estab- | 
lishment of a mail route from Shelbyville to Alton, 
in that State; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. , 


Mr. BREESE presented a memorial of citizens 
of Fayette county, Illinois, praying that the right 
of preémption may be granted to the Illinois Cen- 
tral Railroad Company, to the lands lying along 
the route of their railroad; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CORWIN presented the petition of Joseph 
Graham and George Lee Brent, praying compen- 
sation for services as special agents of the Gov- 
ernment of Paraguay, under directions of the 
United States chargé d’affaires near the Argentine 

Republic; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 


Mr. MASON presented the petition of Thomas 


| M. Corby, praying indemnity for French spolia- 


tions prior to 1800; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 


On motion by Mr. BALDWIN, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Thomas, Cowperthwaite 
& Co., on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was 

Ordeved, That the petition of Frederick Vineent, admin- 
istrator of Le Caze and Mallet, on the files of the Senate, 
be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. BELL, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of the Eastern Cherokee In- 
dians, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, it was 

Ordered, That the documents on the files of the Senate, 
relating to the claim of Robert Armstrong, be referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Sour John, a Cherokee In- 


dian, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commit- | 


tee on Indian Affairs. 
RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration, which was ordered to be 
printed: 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the Senate | 


copies of the tour or memoir of Dr Wislizenus. 
through the northern parts of Mexico, as physician to Col. 
Doniphan’s column ; being a history of the expedition of 
Col. Doniphan, with scientific observations upon the face of 
the country. Also, that there be engraved or lithographed 
for the nse of the Senate, copies of the superficies 
map which accompanies the same. Also, the same number 
of the barometrical map of the profile of elevations above 








the level of the sea from St. Louis, in Missouri, en the line | 


of march of said expedition, to Santa Fé, in New Mexico, 
and thence by Chihuahua. the Bolson de Mapini. Parras, 
Saltillo, and Monterey, to Reynosa, on the Rio Grande. Al- 
so, the same number of the geological map, and the same 
number of the table of meteorological observations which 
accompany the same. 


Also, Be it resolved, That ——— copies of the said me- | 


moir, with the accompanying maps, be printed for the use 
of Dr. Wislizenus. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted the | 


following resolution; which was considered by 


unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Cu:mittee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into ine expediency of passing an uct 
granting a portion of the public lands in the State of Lou- 
isiana to every citizen soldier, or widow or orphan of every 
citizen soldier, who bore arms in defence of Louisiana in 
the years 1814 and 1815. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 


it was 


Ordered, That the resolutions of the Legislature of the | 


State of Louisiana, on the files of the Senate, relating to 
the subject, be referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. 


Mr. HUNTER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


quested to communicate to the Senate the correspondence || 
of Mr. Wise, late Minister of the United States at the Court | 
of Brazil, embracing a letter of Mr. Hamilton, her Britannic | 


Majesty’s Minister at the same Court, to Mr. Wise, dated 
the 24th of March, 1846; with a note from the Earl of Aber- 
deen of the 4th December, 1845; a letter from Mr. Wise to 
Mr. Hamilton, dated the 27th March, 1846; a letter from 
Mr. Wise to Mr. Hamilton, dated 31st July, 1846; and the 


papers accompanying the same—all relating to the subject | 
of the slave trade: provided that the same may be done in | 


his opinion, without detriment to the public service. 


On motion by Mr. ATHERTON, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Finance be discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial of Joseph 
Bouchaud, and that it be referred to the Cemmittee on the 
Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. ATHERTON, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Finance he discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial of J, Kears- 
ley, ag that it be referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


The following message was received from the 
House of Representatives, by Mr. Campbent, 
their Clerk : 
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tepresentatives having signed an enrolled bill, | 
am directed to bring it te the Senate for the signa- 
ture of their President. 


The VICE PRESIDENT signed the enrolled 
bill entitled “An act making an appropriation to 
supply in part a deficiency in the appropriations 
for subsistence in kind of the army and volun- 
teers during the year ending the 30th of June, 
1848;”’ and it was delivered to the committee, to be 
presented to the President of the United States. 


Agreeably to notice, Mr. BERRIEN asked and 
obtained leave to bring ina bill making an appro- 
priation for removing obstructions in the Savan- 
nah river; which was read the first and second 
times, by unanimous consent, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, by unanimous 
consent, asked and obtained leave to bring ina 
joint resolution to create a board to ascertain and 
determine the amount of each of the claims of the 
citizens of the United States against Mexico; 
which was read, and passed to the second read- 
ing. 

‘Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, submitted a report, accompanied by a 
bill for the relief of Peter Capella, administrator 
of Andrew Capella, deceased, and for the relief of 
| John Capo, and for the relief of Elijah Petty and 
Hannah Petty, his wife, heirs of John Beardon, 
deceased. 

The Lill was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

Ordered, That the report be printed. 


| Mr. DOUGLAS, from the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, reported a bill for the relief of W. B. 
Slaughter, fate Secretary of the Territory of Wis- 
consin. 

The bill having been read a first time— 

Mr. DOUGLAS remarked, that as this bill was 
asked for by the officers of the treasury, and was 
simply a bill to authorize them to settle certain ac- 
counts, he wished the bill would now be allowed 
to have its second reading. 

The bill having been read a second time— . 

Mr. CLAYTON said, he apprehended that no 
possible objection could exist to the immediate 
passage of this bill, and he trusted it would now be 
disposed of, 

Mr. WESTCOTT said he could not ety 
gather the purport of the bill from hearing it read, 
and it had not been printed. He recollected the 
case well. It was before the Territorial Committee 
at the last session—he believed the session before, 
also—while he (Mr. W.) was on that committee, 
and he was then opposed to the allowance of the 
claim. It was for two items: one for compensa- 
tion to claimant for expenses of visiting Washing- 
ton to settle his accounts as a public officer—secre- 

| tary of Wisconsin Territory; the other item was 
for some two or three thousand dollars of public 
money lost by his placing it on deposite in a 'Ter- 
ritorial bank which broke. His excuse was, that 
the Territorial Legislature, by resolution, instructed 
| him to make this deposite in that bank. This was 
‘no excuse whatever. The Territorial Legislature 
had no business with this money—no right to 
direct it to be so deposited—no power to control 
the claimant with respect toit. Mr. Slaughter was 
| secretary of the Territory—a Federal officer and 
agent, independent of the Legislature of the Terri- 
tory. He was subject only to the laws of Congress 
and the instructions of the Treasury Department, 
and these did not allow this deposite at the risk of the 
| United States. It was his own fault or misfortune 
| if he lost this money by placing it in a rotten bank. 
| His complying wih the resolution of the Legisla- 
| ture was an act done on his own personal responsi- 
'| bility. It would be opening the door to the allow- 
| ance of hundreds of thousands of dollars of similar 
claims, to allow this. 
Besides, it is not shown that this bank or its 
stockholders have been sued, or any means used 


i| 
i 
}| to recover the money from those who have got it. 
|| The claim against the bank and its stockholders 
| was not transferred to the United States, or the 
| treasury Officers given any authority to coliect or 
| Secure it. 

| Mr. W. said he should vote against the allow- 
| ance of this claim; but if he understood the honor- 
‘| able Senator from Illinois, (Mr. Dovexas,) this 
|| bill did not impliedly sanction the claim in any 
degree, but only directed the treasury to exam- 


Mr. Presiwent : The Speaker of the House of ‘! ine and settle the accounts on principles of equity 
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and justice, 
tee distinetly, whether his understanding was cor- 


the items he had referred to, he should vote against 
it; if not, he should make no opposition. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
claim to the accounting officers of the ee 
The claim arises in this way: William B. Slaugh- 


of $10,000. The Legislature of the Territory ap- 
temporarily its fixed agent, 
posited in the custody of that fiscal agent, and the 
money checked out according as it was required. 
That bank failed, and there was a loss of some- 
thing like 93,000, speaking in round numbers. 


opinion that the money was deposited properly, in 
good faith, and for the best interests of the treasu- 


ury for that amount of money. 
cipal item in the bill, 


eount according to the principles of equity and 


collecting information upon all pouts relating to 
the matter than this body can possibly have, 


rreotntyryytr °* r 

Mr. WESTCOTT said, he conceived there was | 
one matter as to which he did not coincide with || 
his friend the honorable Senator from Ilinois, [Mr. | 


Dovenas.] Tt was the chief question in this case. 


It was as to the resolution of the Territorial Legis- | 
lature being any justification or even excuse for || 
the Secretary of the Territory putting this money || 
Mr. W. conceived he was bound | 
to disregard the resolutions as the Territorial Legis- | 


in this bank. 


lature had no right to direct him. 

Mr. DAYTON. Do I understand that the bill 
is now upon its third reading? It must, | appre- 
hend, require the general consent of the Senate in 
order to have its third reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER replied, that the 
preposition had been made that the bill be read a 
third time. 

Mr. DAYTON. Uad I understood that to be 
the case | should have objected, not because I have 
any specific objection to this bill beyond the ob- 


jection which applies to a large class of cases stand- 
I have observed, for the | 


ing upon our calendar. 
last three or four years in this body, that whenever 


a claim is a little distrusted in committee, or in | 
reference to which the committee have doubts them- | 


selves, and cannot act upon it in a manner satis- 


factory to themselves, they report a resolution in | 
this general phraseology, ** Resolved that the claim | 


be settled by the proper officers of the department, 
according to the principles of equity and justice.” 


Thus they have generally recognized the exist- | 
ence of a class of cases of this description, and | 


applied to them a different rule from that which is 
applied in other cases. Now, if this hill is to be 
put on its final passage, | think I shall be con- 
strained to vote againstit. I think at least it ought 
to be allowed to lie over, and take its proper place 
upon the calendar. This case is similar to a large 
number of cases which have been reported on; and 


if the Senate pass it, and refer the matter to the de- | 


partment for adjustment, we shall have the same 
arguments addressed to us every day. I, for one, 
prefer that this case should stand as all other cases 
do. Lam not aware of anything in it that entices 
it to special precedence, 

Mr. CLAYTON. The gentleman is mistaken 


in supposing that the committee had any doubt in | 


regard to the propriety of allowing the claim. 
There was no difference of opinion whatever. It 


was understood that this individual was entitled to | 
the amount, and the proper accounting officer was | 


desirous of giving him the credit. 


He had no 


doubt of the propriety of it, but he thought that || 
Congress ought to give him the authority to do | 
what was sought to be done in the premises. There | 
was nota shadow of doubt as to the propriety, | 


but the committee did not report that he should 
be allowed the amount, 


if he be found to be entitled to it. ‘This is not one 


of those cases which the honorable Senator from | 
There was no doubt || 
in the mind of the committee, and no doubtin the | 


New Jersey has referred to. 


The bill does not sanction | 
the claim; it merely refers the settlement of the | 


justice; they having more ample opportunities for | 





| losses thus sustained. 





They had merely autho- 
rized the officer of the department to give it him, | 


| mind of the proper accounting officer of the trea- 
|| sury, as to the propriety or justice of allowing the 
rect? If the bill sanctioned expressly or impliedly || 


amount. The only doubt was, whether that offi- 
cer had authority to do justice in the case without 
the sanction of Congress. Now if, under these 
circumstances, it be thought necessary to delay a 


| bill of this kind, I will offer no objection; but I 
|| certainly suppose the bill might pass the Senate 
| without going through the ordinary form of being 
ter, Secretary of the Territory of Wisconsin, re- | 
ceived a draft for Government funds to the amount || 


read on different days. 
Mr. DOUGLAS here read a paragraph from 


| the letter of the Comptroller of the Treasury. 
pointed the cashier of the Mineral Point Bank || 
This draft was de- | 


Mr. BADGER. If] understood correctly the 
voints of the case as given by the Senator from 
“loriday it seems to me that, without some farther 


| statement cr explanation, there is very serious ob- 
| jections to the passage of this bill. 
|} it to be an application, on the part of a disbursing 
The Legislative Assembly of. the Territory has | 
unanimously passed a resolution expressing their || 


1 understand 


officer of the United States, to be allowed a credit 
in his account with the treasury, for a sum of 


_money which has been lost in consequence of be- 
|| ing deposited by him, without authority of law, in 

ry, and that he ought to have a credit at the treas- || 
That is the prin- || 
All that the bill proposes {| 
is, to refer the matter to the officers of the treasury, | 
with authority and instructions to settle the ace | 


a banking institution. 
Mr. CLAYTON. 
Territorial Legislature. 

Mr. BADGER. 


ing officer of the United States, subject to the laws 


/ of Congress, and prohibited by a law of Congress 


from depositing the funds of the United States in 
a banking institution. He was himself bound to 
keep them; and without sanction or authority from 
his superiors in office—without a dispensation 
given to him by those to whom he was respon- 


sible, and who on higher ground represented the | 


interests of the United States—but by authority of 


a State Legislature, he unlawfully takes these | 
funds, deposited them in a banking institution, and | 


they are lost. Now, what does this bill propose 
todo? As L understand it, it proposes to legalize 
this transaction. If he was authorized by law to 
make the deposite, he would undoubtedly be irre- 
sponsible. If, in making it, he followed the line of 


|| his duty, he would have a right to demand, asa | 
| matter of justice and of law, that credit should be | 
allowed to him. This bill directs the officer of the | 
| treasury to settle his account, not on principles of 
law—for it will be in express contravention of law; 


not to give him credit for losses he has innocently 


| sustained in the discharge of his duty—for that he 
has a right to demand without the interposition of | 
Congress; but they are to settle his account ac- || 
cording to the principles of equity and good con- | 
i ‘| Vice President. 


science; in other words, it is a direction, on the 


| part of Congress, to the accounting officer of the 

treasury to disregard in this case the obligations | 

of law, and apply one rule in the settlement of the | 
/ accounts in this case, while the general law re- | 
quires another rule to be applied in all circum- | 
I must confess, sir, that with every dis- | 
| position in the world to relieve a man who has | 
| suffered in the discharge of his duty, if anything 


stances, 


He had the authority of the | 
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He desired to know of the Commit- 


Very well; he was a disburs- | 


Jan. 3, 


of the proceedings and debates of the Senate, and pis 
assistants, Upon the floor of the Senate Chauiber, to be useq 
only during the session of the Scuate, and to accommod 
two persons.”’ 

Mr. SEVIER. I have no objection to this reso. 
lution, if the honorable Senator will consent to a 
modification of it, so as to refer the matter to q 
committee. I believe there has been a controversy 
for several years past regarding the place that 
should be occupied by the reporters, and they have 
at different times occupied seats in various places, 
all around this Chamber. They were placed where 
they now are by the direction of a committee, 
which had charge of the matter for several weeks; 
and after various selections had been made, ii was 
determined that the gallery, where they now are, 
wes the proper situation. We all have the same 
object in view—that is, the proper position of our 
reporters; but I think the Senate will find, upon 
inquiry, that they have at present the best position 
they can have. I hope, therefore, the honorable 
mover wil] consent to modify the resolution, so as 
to refer the matter to a committee. 

Mr. MANGUM. I have no objection to the 
course proposed by the Senator, for I am aware 
itis only a matter of experiment. This subject 
has been very much examined heretofore, and va- 
rious parts of the Chamber have been assigned to 
reporters, and those places afterwards abandoned 
on account of inconvenience or unsuitableness. It 
may be, that after trying the seats which will 
now be provided, they may not be found to an- 
swer. I think, however, that the experiment is 
worthy of being made; but I have no objection to 
refer the matter to a committee—say a committee 
of three. . 

Mr. SEVIER. I move, then, so to amend the 
resolution, as to direct that a committee of three 
he appointed by the Vice President to examine 


ile 


|) and report upon the subject. 


Mr. WESTCOTT said he was in favor of ex- 
tending the privilege asked for; but there was one 
matter to which he would call the attention of the 
committee to whom the resolution may be referred, 
as proper to be provided for. Provision should 
be made for turning the reporters out, in case they 
did not behave themselves, without Senators be- 
ing, as in a former case, abused and vilified as 


|| being guilty of assailing and outraging the liberty 


of the press. 


On motion by Mr. SEVIER, it was 
? . 


Ordered, That the motion be referred to a select commit- 
tee, consisting of three members, to be appointed by the 


Mr. Maneum, Mr. Sevier, and Mr. Breese, 
were appointed the committee. 


The bill for the relief of the administratrix of 


Elisha L. Keen, deceased, was read the second 


could be shown by which it would appear that he || 


| was under a reasonable apprehension that he was | 
| doing his duty as if he had been directed by his 
'| superior officers, I should be anxious to interpose | 
| and relieve him. 
| a dangerous precedent for Congress to declare, 
| that when an officer of the Government, having | 
| charge of the funds of the Government, shall | 
| think proper to make a deposite contrary to law, 


But it seems to me it would be 


they will relieve him from the consequences of 


ation of its provisions in their behalf. Under these 


| circumstances, it seems to me that the honorable 


It would be a direct and | 
open invitation, by the policy adopted here, to all 
| officers similarly situated, to act in defiance of au- 
| thority and in defiance of law, trusting to a relax- 


time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the bill for the relief of Jo- 


_seph Wilson; and no amendment being made, it 
| was reported to the Senate. 


Mr. BADGER called for the reading of the re- 
port accompanying the bill, and it was read by the 
Secretary. 


Ordered, That the bill be engrossed and read a third 
time. 


The bill to provide clothing for volunteers in the 


| service of the United States, was read the second 
/ time, and considered as in Committee of the 


Senator from New Jersey is correct in saying that || 


| this bill ought to have a little more examination, 
and I move, therefore, that its further considera- 
| tion be postponed until to-morrow. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom had been referred the bill to 


Whole ; and no amendment being made, it was 
reported to the Senate. 
Ordered, That it be engrossed and read a third time. 
The said bill was read a third time. 


Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title thereof be 
“An act to provide clothing for volunteers in the service of 


| the United States.”’ 


Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of 


the House of Representatives therein. 


TEN REGIMENT BILL. 
The Senate then resumed, as in Committee of 


|| the Whole, the consideration of the bill reported 


divide the district of Arkansas into two judicial | 


districts, reported it without amendment, and sub- 
mitted a report upon the subject; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES. 
The Senate proceeded to consider the following 
motion, submitted by Mr. Maneum on the 30th 
December : 


* Ordered, ‘That the Vice President be authorized and re- 
quested to have two movable desks provided for the reporter 


present to the Senate. They 


| 
H 


from the Committee on Military Affairs to raise, 
for a limited time, an additional military force. 

Mr. CASS rose and said: E 

Mr. Presipent: This is the first of a series of 
bills, which the Military Committee is about to 
have commenced 
with the most important, and will ask the consid- 
eration of the others, in succession, till they have 
discharged the duty intrusted to them. 

In presenting this bill, I do not propose to touch 
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salt of the disputed topics, which divide the two | 


great parties, under the banner of one or the other 


of which every citizen of our country is arrayed. | 


J shall leave these, if introduced at all, to be intro- 


duced by others. — 
incidental discussion which arose a day or two 


{ had hoped, till 1 heard the | 


since on the question of taking up this bill, that | 


these exciting subjects would be postponed for 


some future opportunity, and that the propositions | 


now submitted would be considered upon their 


military merits, taking it for granted, that the pro- | 


priety of voting the additional force required would 
nat be controverted. 1 was well aware, that we 
could not eseape a full discussion of the origin of 
the war, its progress, its objects, and the whole 
course of the Administration connected with it. 
Nor indeed did [ wish to avoid it. However se- 


vere may be the attack, I trust it will be as ear- | 
nestly met, and oe repelled, for I consider the | 


cround which the Administration occupies as per- | 


fectly impregnable. Lam apprehensive, however, 


from the remarks which fell from some of the | 
honorable Senators the other day, that the whole | 


field of controversy is to be gone over, and that 


we are to fight this bill, necessary, as I deem its | 


immediate passage to the public interests, inch by 
inch, till all the great party questions of the day 
are debated and exhausted. If it is to be so, I 
must of course submit; but the fault shall not be 
mine, nor will I provoke the contest by introducing 
any topics, which may properly lead to it. 

There is one point, sir, where we ail can meet, 


and that is the gallantry and good conduct of our | 


army. This is one of the high places to which 
we can come up together, and, laying aside our 
party dissensions, mingle our congratulations that 
our country has had such sons to go forth to bat- 
ule, and that they have gathered such a harvest of 
renown in distant fields. 

The time has been—and there are those upon 
this floor who remember it well—when our nation- 
al flag was said to be but striped bunting, and our 
armed vessels but fir-built frigates. The feats of 
our army and navy during our last war with Eng- 
land redeemed us from this reproach, the offspring 
of foreign jealousy: and had they not, the events of 
the present war would have changed these epithets. 
into terms of honor; for our flag has become a 
victorious standard, borne by marching columns, 
over the hills and valleys, and through the cities, 
and towns, and fields of a powerful nation, in a 
career of success, of which few examples can be 
found in ancient or modern warfare. 

The movement of our army from Puebla was 
one of the most romantic and remarkable events 
which ever occurred in the military annals of our 
country. . 

Our troops did not indeed burn their fleet, like 
the first conquerors of Mexico, for they needed not 
to gather courage from despair, nor to stimulate 
their resolution, by destroying all hopes of escape. 
sut they voluntarily cut off all means of commu- 
nication with their own country, by throwing 
themselves among the armed thousands of an- 
other, and advancing with stout hearts, but feeble 
numbers, into the midst of ahostile territory: the 
uncertainty of which, over the public aula, and 
the anxiety everywhere felt, when our gallant lit- 
tle army disappeared from our view, will not be 
forgotten during the present generation. There 
was universal pause of expectation—stopping, but 
sull fearing; and the eyes of twenty millions of 
people were anxiously fixed upon another country 
which a little band of its armed citizens had inva- 
ded. A veil concealed them from our view. They 
were lost to us for fifty days, for that period elaps- 
ed, from the time when we heard of their depart- 
ure from Puebla, till accounts reached us of the 
issue of the movement. The shroud which envel- 
oped them then gave way, and we discovered our 
glorious flag, waving in the breezes of the capital, 
and the city itself invested by our army. 

And similar circumstances marked the very 
commencement of the war, when the Mexicans 
first surrounded our troops, and shut them out 
from all communication with their country. This 
unexpected attack struck us all with astonishment, 
and we feared, as well we might, that numbers 
would overcome discipline and valor, which, how- 
ever they might prolong, could not be expected to 
Succeed in the contest. And hopeless indeed might 
have been the result, had not the honored soldier, 
who commanded our troops, had confidence in 
them, and they in him—had he not known how 











to lead and they to follow. And well and bravely 
did they all bear themselves in the critical cireum- 
stances which surrounded them; arfd our doubts 
soon gave way to certainty, and gloomy fore- 
bodings to glorious convictions, And the campaign 
thus commenced was vigorously followed up on 
the Rio Grande, and victory after victory, till the 
crowning triumph at Buena Vietn, was heralded by 
every breeze and became familiar to our ears as 
househoid words. 


During the whole of this war there has been a | 


series of successes, which has been uninterrupted 
by a single serious disaster. I hold in my hand 
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a table, prepared at the Adjutant General's Office, 
from the best materials which can be found there, 


| exhibiting the actions fought with the enemy, and 


ithe forces engaged, and the losses sustained by 


each party. As we have official data, the true 
lasses on our side are stated; but those on the 


| side of the Mexicans are in some instances entirely 


lomitted, and in others conjecturally estimated. 
This table shows the whole truth so far as we are 





‘concerned, and but a part of the truth so far as the 


enemy is concerned. Still, even under these cir- 
cumstances it is one of the proudest trophies with 
which any army ever enriched its country. 





Forces en- . ni Number of | 
gaged. Number of killed. anintes | 
Affair or batile. Date. e3k 4 rr. Wa Remarks. 
22 ol S 2: = 
= 5 SSe S 
S lees! 8 
= <q= ~ | 
1. Detachment.under Capt. | 
Thornton, 2d dragoons, } ' | 
in a reconnoissance en | | | 
| the Rio Grande, above } | { } 
} Fort Brown, ‘Texas.... | April 25,1846 ..... 63, 200 1) unknown. 6 unknown 
|| 2. Detachment of Captain { 
1 Walker’s Texas Ran- } | i } 
i} gers, near Point Isabel, | April 98 .......... 3 1¢0) 10, unknown. | ~ unknown. | 
Ff Bi POE OCR . 0558 cavers May 4 to May... 750 4,000 2 unknown 10 anknewn. 
Lh Me Rake AID 5 vies die cava ce MAY Boo00 cendss cs 2,500 6,000 4 100 42 200 | 
|, 5. Resaea dela Palma..... May Oss.cccesscse 1,700, 6,500 36 200 | oe 400 | 
1] i MOOROATOT 6 1 54:6000s» owes Sept. 21, 22, 23.... | 6,645 10,000) 120) TOU | 68 unknown.) 
|; 7. San Pasqual, U. Cal..... Dec. 6 10160) 19 unknown. 15 unknown, | | 
|| & Brazito, New Mexico... | Dec. 25 500, 1,220 ~ 0) 7 - *killed & wounded. 
|| 9. Los Angelos, California, | Jan. |} 502 600) j *e0 14 - *killed & wounded. 
19. La Canada, New Mex... | Jan. 24 350, 1,500 9 36 | 6 | 
|| 11. Mora, New Mexico..... PDE teniaidesd Maaeerloeeoah | ] witli 3 
1! 12. Fl Embudo ........ 065. Jan. § | 500; 700 - | an 1 60 | 
|} 13. Puebla de Taos ........ Feb. | 300 800 6) 50 | 46 
114. Buena Vista .......000- Feb. 2 .- | 4,759,20,000) 267 #1500 | 408 - ‘killed & wounded.| 
1S. BAcramMento....ccsccces Feb, 22 960, 4,000) - "600 | ° - | *killed & wounded.| 
DP ROTM E TUR hasce cnx vtec | March 11 to 29,... | 11,000, 5,500) 12 *500 | 51 - | *killed & wounded.) 
ST. Ci GOED 6 do xa< a0 de AE ID ici enevn | 8,500) 12,000) 87) *1,200 |  3h8 ~ | *killed & wounded. | 
|, 1& Calaboso, Cal., De Russy, | July 12........... | 126) 1,500) 15) 200 | 13 
te ae ee ) | | | { | } 1 
90. San Antonio ........... Aug. 19, 20...... | 8,497) 32,000; 164) *4,000 | 865) - *killed & wounded.) 
|} 21. Churubuseo..... ‘ateiavnh | 
22. On Major Lally’s march, | Aug. 10 to19...... | 1,200 2,000! 9 unknown | 74 unknown.) 
| 23. Molino del Rey ........ Sope.S .svesescees | 3,251) 14,000) 201 *3,000 581 - | *killed & 79 
| 24. Chapultepec ........... Sept. 11, 12,13.... | 7,180/25.000, 178 unknown.| 673 unknown.| | 
| 25. Attack on Puebla....... Sept. 13 to Oet. 12, | 1,409, 8,000 18) unknown.) 53 unknown. | | 
TH. Haamantia.......ccvseee Oct. 9 ..ccccccccce | 1,780) 4,000) 14 161 | i! 300 | 
| 27. Gen. Lane, Puebla,..... Chet BD os vc cecscce 3,100) 4,000) =| - | -| afew. | 
| SAAR icc cans dc neue Cette DDicctes dns | 1,500, 2,000 1 219 | 2 300 | 
| is nen eeutite Siigen| adver database Riias ae weedtbeenes 1,077 12,868 | 3,669 1,360 
fee enteetee a - Senne - mao — 


ene 


ee I 


| 


The Adjutant General remarks, that he cannot 
vouch for the perfect accuracy of the above state- 
ments, as from their nature they must often be 
| estimated. He adds, that the above table, although 


| thinks there are yet wanting some reports, &c., 


and it may be, that the above statement may here- 
| after need amendment or correction. 
If we recorded our history upon stone, as was 


| engrave this series of glorious deeds upon tables 
| of marble. But we shall do better; we shall en- 


derful power of multiplication, are more enduring 
than brass or marble, than statues or pyramids, or 
the proudest monuments erected by human hands. 
Let it be remembered, sir, that these battles 
were fought in a great measure by new and un- 
disciplined troops, hastily collected at home, and 
rapidly marched to the seat of warfare; by men 
who had abandoned the duties and comforts of 
domestic life, and who made war, not a trade as 
in Europe, but a temporary employment, in order 
to defend the interest and honor of their country. 
And even the small regular army, which existed 
at the commencement of the war, had seen little 
actual service in the field, and that not with a civil- 
ized foe, but in murderous conflicts with Indian | 
tribes, where there was much exposure to meet, | 
and little glory to gain. Many of the officers and | 
soldiers, and indeed a great majority of them, and | 


| essentially correct, is not entirely complete, for he | 


| done in the primitive ages of the world, we should | 


| grave itupon our hearts, and we shall commit it 
| to the custody of the press, whose monuments, 
| frail and feeble as they appear, yet from their won- 


of affairs, which have been lost or intercepted, | 


some of the commanders too, saw the first gun | 


fired inthe very field which they illustrated by their 
deeds and moistened with their blood. onor, 





then, to the highest and the lowest, to the greatest 


and the least. Honor to the living and the dead, 
those who survive to enjoy it, and to the memory 
of those who sleep in a soldier’s grave, far from 
the land they loved so well. 


| 
| 


And, happy am I to see upon this floor, at this 
moment particularly, one of the gallant officers 
who have inscribed their names high upon the 
military roll of their country; and there are others 
like him, in this city, aed returned from the 
campaign in which they distinguished themselves, 
bearing upon their persons ineffaceable marks of 
courage and patriotism. A kind Providence has per- 
mitted them to come back, and the plaudit of grate- 
ful millions, Well done, good and faithful servants, is 
the proud welcome which greets them. 

Let modern philanthropists talk as they please, 
the instincts of nature are truer than the doctrines 
they preach. Military renown is one of the great 
elements of national strength, as it is one of the 

roudest sources of gratification to every man who 
oves his country, and desires to see her oceupy a 
distinguished position among the nations of the 
earth. 

I should have been proud to have been in Eu- 
rope during our military operations in Mexico— 
proud to witness the effect of the skill and prowess 
of our army upon the statesmen and politicians 
and communities of the Old World. During the 
course of these events, there was no war there to 
attract the general attention, and to excite, by its 
uncertainties and vicissitudes, the solicitude of the 
Government. Our war was the event of the day, 
and many a steadfast gaze was cast across the 
Atlantic to watch the prospects and progress of 
the pattern Republic, as we are invidiously term- 
ed, in the new career into which we had entered. 
As we all know, our institutions have friends and 
foes in the other hemisphere. To both they are a 
light shining across the ocean, but inviting some 
and warning others, as the impressions our experi- 
ment has produced have been favorable or unfa- 
vorable. 

The anti-republican croakers of the Old World, 
at the commencement of our Government, predict- 
ed, that it could-not long resist the shocks of peace 
or war. When they found it could do both, an 
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do it successfully, they then denied our power to | 
carry ona war without our own boundaries, should | 


circumstances require such an exertion of national 
strength. ‘This was our first great trial; for in the 
invasion of Canada, during the last war, the oper- 
ations were so near, that they did not test our 
strength for distant warfare. The trial has been 
made, and has succeeded. No one will hereafter 
callin question our capacity to assert our rights, 
wherever these may require our interference. 
the great experiment had failed, it would have 
taken ages to recover from the misfortune. But 
now, wherever the American flag is borne, or the 
name of American known, and that wherever is 
everywhere, the glorious feats of this war have 


proclaimed our power, and have announced that | 
we have taken our position side by side with the | 


mightiest nations of the world. Hereafter, in the 
wildest dreams of ambition, there will be nodream 
of conquering us; nor will any hostile foot pol- 


lute our shore but to escape from it, if it can, as | 


best it may. 
The present bill provides for raising ten addi- 


tional regiments of infantry to serve during the | 


war. The average number of each regiment in 
the field is rather less than three-fourths of the 


legal establishment; so that this measure, if adopt- | 
ed, will add about seven thousand five hundred | 
The organization 1s precisely | 


men to the army. 
that provided in the act which passed at the last 
ecssion of Congress for raising an additional force; 
and as the details were then fully considered, and 
are well known to the Senate, I need not recapitu- 
late them here. 


The reasons which render this increase of force 
necessary, are so clearly and forcibly stated in the || 


report of the Secretary of War, that I need do 


little more than request that that portion of the |, 


document may be read. 
The following extract from the report of the 
Secretary of War, was then read by the Secretary : 


« Our career of success, so diastrous to Mexico ; our con- | 


quest of so many of her States aud territornes ; the subjuga- 
tion and occupation of her capital; the defeat and dixper- 


sion of her armies; the capture of most of her materiel | 


of war, and the annihilation of her former commerce, 
have not yet brought peace, or the offer of sach terms as 
could be accepted by the United States without national 
degradation. The war still continues ; and it is proper to 
present some sugre- tions im regard to its further prosecu- 
tion, In making these suggestions, I pass, without remark, 
the proposition thatwe should abandon all our acquisitions, 
and withdraw our troops from the enemy’s country. Such 
a proposition could only be seriously entertained if we were 
in reaMty the vanqui-hed party, and were convinced of our 
inability to prolong the contest with reasonable hopes of 
SUCCESS. 

* Our further operations must,in my opinion, be con- 
ducted in one of the three following modes: first, to take 
and hold an indemnity line, to reeede from ali places and 
positions now occupied in advance of it, and cease fromm all 
aggressive operations beyond that line; second, to overrun 
the whole country, and hold all the principal places in it by 
permanent garrisons ; and, third, to retain what we now pos- 
sess, open the lines of communication into the interior, and 


extend our Operations to other tnpoertant places, as our | 


means and the prospect of advantages shall indicate—keep- 
ing adisposable force always ready, within approachable 
limits, to annoy the enemy, to seize supplies, enforce con- 
thibutions, and frustrate bis efforts to collect means and as- 
semble troops for the purpose of protracting the war. 

“A full discussion of the comparative merits of these 
modes of conducting our military operations would extend 
this communication to an unwarrantable length; I shall, 
therefore, confine my remarks to a few prominent consid- 
erations relative to each. 

* With reference to a speedy peace, with proper indemni- 
ty and security—the only object of the war—the line policy 
is regarded as objectionable. If our present position can- 
not command acceptable terms of pacification froin Mexico, 
retiring to an indemnity line would certainly fail to produce 
such a result; it would weaken the inducements of the ene- 
my to put an end to hostilities. Restored, by our voluntary 
surrender, to the possession of his capital and important de- 

artments, and relieved from the pressure of our arms, and 
Rom all apprehensions of further conquest and annoyance, 
beyond the limits we might select, he would be left with 
more abundant resources than he now possesses to prepare, 
at leisure and in security, to strike an effective blow with 
concentrated forces at our detached posts. To hold these 
posts safely, to retain possession of the seaports we now 
have, (if that should fall within the policy.) and to prevent 
incursions into the territories which we might choose to ap- 
propriate to ourselves, would, in my opinion, require a force 
as large as would suffice to maintain what we now occupy, 
and to carry our operations still further in the interior of the 
enemy’s country, and make him feel the calamities of war 
in a way best calculated to induce him to seck for peace. 
Butif ia this [ am mistaken, and the line policy should en- 
able us to reduce the number of our troops, still, it will 
not, as I conceive, thereby effect a reduction of our actual 
expenditures for the war. 

* In consequence of the interruption of intercourse be- 
tween the seaports in our possession and the central parts 
of Mexico, the collections on imports have hitherto been 
inconsiderable. Ifthe line policy is adopted, this intercourse 
will continue to be interrupted, and, consequently, the re- 
ceipts of revenue from this source will be small. 
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** Under the operation of the line policy, all expectations | 


If | 


ge 





of lessening the burden of sustaining our troops, by deriving | 


supplics and coutributions from the enemy, would be disap- 
potted, ‘The supplies in ihe vicinity of our posts would be 


witudrawn from our reach, as soon aa our de-ign to seize | 
But, | 
Were it otherwise, as Our posts would be remote from the | 
wealth aud resources of the country, the amount which could | 


and appropriate them was ascertained or suspected. 


be obtained would he inconsiderable. 


* So fartrom deriving advantage from the line policy, by | 


Way of obtaining assistance from the resources of the enemy, 
towards the support of our troops, we should, | apprehend, 
confer upon a portion of the people of Mexico a direct ben- 
efit, by opening to them at our posts a market, in which we 
| should become the purchasers of their products at an exor- 
| bitant price. ‘These couriderations, without bringing into 


view others, have led me to look to one of the other modes | 


of operauon [have mentioned, as preferable to that of oc- 
cupying an indemnity line. 


“In regard to the second mode suggested —that of occu- | 


| pying the whole country—the wide extent of territory em- 
| braced in the Mexican Kepublic, the many important points 


to be garrisoned, and the long lines of communication to be | 


kept open, present dillicucties of no ordinary magnitude, it 


our Occupancy is to be of such a character as to rupersede | 
the Mexiean authority, and require the temporary establisii- 


ment of civil government. in carrying this plan into effect, 


it would not be reasonable to rely upon the favorable dis- | 
| position, or even neutrality, of any considerable part of the | 
| Mexican peopte, unt} some assurance of the stability of our | 


| power was derived trom its continuance. Our posts must 


| therefore be strong, and our forces numerous, in order to se- | 


cure the many and long lines of communication, to disperse 
and chastise the gucrrila bands which would ob-truct them, 
and tosuppress the more powerful aspirings of the pecple 
| wherever they may be attempted. I cannot safely estimate 


the force requisite to carry into full effeet this plan. at less | 
|| than seventy thousand men. 


To insure the presence of that 
| number ia the enemy’s country, and at places where they 


larger force. 


| as 800n as needed to give effect to this plan, would, [ appre- 
hend, brag a very heavy, and perhaps embarrassing, de- 
| nand upon the treasury. 


able to the others. Beyond certain limits, it adimits of ex- 


pliance with treaty stipulations. ‘This plan also contein- 
plates further acquisitions extending to other important 
points, more or less mumerous, as Circumstances may war- 
rant. 

* Notwithstanding our victories have fallen with crushing 
weight upon the asscmbied armics of Mexico, most of thore 
who hold in their hands the decision of the question of 
peace, have stood beyond the range of the physical evils in- 
flicted by the war. By extending the theatre of it, and 
changing the mode of conducting uU, they can be made to 
feclits pressure. In Consequence of our liberal and humane 


policy, we have, as yet, scarcely touched the sub-tance of | 


the wealtay and influential classes in Mexico. As the Mex- 


| ican army has jong been to them the instrument of oppres- 
| 300 In the hands of their successive rulers, its destruction 
has not deeply enlisted their sympathies, or alarmed their | 


fears. Our army has afforded thom better protection than 
their own; and thus, by our presence and our forbearance, 
they have, within certain limits, hitherto escaped exactions 
from either, 


usual caliumities of war, they must be made to desire peace. 


“In addition to the troops required to garrison places to | 


be retained, itis proposed to have in the field a competent 
foree for aggressive operations; to strike the enemy wien- 


ever he may present a vulnerable point; to open avenues | 


from the ports in our possession into the enemy’s country ; 


and to cover and to subject to our control some of his rich | 


mining distriets and produ: tive agricultural regions. It is 
not deemed proper to point out in more detail the move- 
ments and objects contemplated in the further prosecution 
of the war upon this plan.”? 


mended by the Secretary of War is the true one, 
(and, for myself, | have no doubt upon that sub- 
ject,) we have then four great objects to be kept in 


| 
| future conduct of the war : 

| 1. The continued occupation of the important 
| position we now hold. 

| 2. The taking possession of such other com- 
| manding points as experience may show to be 
} 

| 


proper, and as the circumstances of the war may | 


require. 

3. The preservation of the necessary commu- 
_ nication between our positions, as well from the 
| sea-coast to the capital, as in other portions of the 


| country which may be brought into subjection | 


| to us. 
4. A strong force, independent of what is neces- 


sary for these purposes, which shall always be | 


kept upon the alert, and ready to move whenever 
| there may be any appearance of an outbreak on 
| the part of the Mexican people. 
The organization and maintenance of a large 
| force may be the means of rendering its employ- 
| ment unnecessary. It is much better to render 
| opposition hwpeless, by the display of strength, 


|| than to excite it into action, by the exhibition of 
| weakness, and then to be compelled to resort to 
' 


desperate struggles to remedy evils which ordinary 


OBE. 


would be wanted, it would be necessary to raise @ much | 
‘The great expense of raising, organizing, and | 
| sending to their remote destination 80 large a body of troops | 


* The tuird mode presented is, in my judgment, prefer- | 


pansion and contraction ; but, as a fixed condition, all now || 
heid is to be retained, and no part surrendered, but in com- | 


But our suecesses have now opened the way | 
to act upon and influence those who probably can, il they | 


| will, put an end to hostilities. By making them suffer the | 


Assuming that this plan of operations recom- | 


view in estimating the force to be provided for the | 








an. 3, 
| prudence would have prevented. It is true hy. 
manity also, and we owe it to ourselves, to our 
army who have done and suffered so much, to the 
enemy, and to the world. Remember, sir, that 
our troops are three thousand miles from home, in 
the midst of a hostile population of eight or ten 
millions, and that, by great exertions and unparal- 
leled bravery, they have succeeded ina partial sub). 
| jugation of the country. But we have no right 
‘again to expose them to such perils. There is a 
vast superiority of physical force opposed to them 
All experience shows, that in this condition an 
invaded people will suddenly break out into in- 
surrections, and sometimes display an energy and 
|, courage, which they failed to exhibit upon the bat. 
tle-field. Who would weigh with a critical bal. 
ance the amount of opposition we have to appre. 
hend, and the strength necessary to overcome it, 
and then coolly provide this calculated force, and 
leave events to take care of themselves? What 
kind of political arithmetic would that be, which 
would say, if so many troops have done so much, 
how many will it require to do so much more? | 
trust that the supplies we may vote will be given 
upon a far better principle: upon a principle 
which shall leok, indeed, to results, but which 
shall make the most liberal arrangements for at- 
_ taining them. 

The proceedings of this Government are as well 
known in Mexico as here. They do not indeed 
travel upon the wings of the wind, but they travel 
with the power of the press, and are spread through 
the civilized world. Vigorous and prompt action 
will produce the happiest effect upon the state of 
things in Mexico. Nothing would conduce more 
to impress upon the people of that country the 
necessity of a peace than a unanimous determina- 
tion in Congress to put forth all the strength of 
the nation tll it is obtained. 

I have caused the following abstract to be pre- 
pared from the report of the Adjutant General, 
exhibiting the entire strength of our present army, 
including regulars and volunteers : 


Volunteers—Actual foree, ahout.. ........605. 
‘To complete the organization will require.... 12,500 
Twenty five regiments of regulars —full lega) 
complement, exclusive of otficers........... 28,814 
Actual strength.......... 
To complete the organization will require .... 7,281 
During the la-t year, there were recruited— 
For the old army ......ccccocscccccccccees LI,OIS 
For he NEW ATMY... 66.00 e tee e ee eevee ence Ah ghGe 
Forces in the field under General Scott— 
RENIN. 354405 vs nekace chodad berscaseses eer mamen 
WRONG inns cia Nodes padeuvbe cis ceskeet een 


AQgregate...cccseccscecccececececcenes sees SzyhI6 52,156 


29,000 


eee ee twee ee eee tees 


21,533 


Deduct the garrisons of Tampico and Vera Cruz 

Makes, for all the operations between Vera Cruz 
and Mexicn, including garrisons, together 
with the sick and disabled............00028 0 = 

The returns in the Adjutant General’s Office do 
not show the actual di-tribution of this force. 


| Under General Taylor, but temporarily com- 

manded by General Wool— 
Regulars... .... cece cece sees eeececceeseees 
Volunteers... 22... ceeceeccccecec cece cees 


Aggregate... cececcecececececcccceecsees 6,727 


1,947 


| Under General Price, in New Mexico— 
Regulars... .cccccccccccccvccccceses secvce 
Ne Le a 


Aggregate... .ccrccccccccsccccsevcvscvecs 


' On the Oregon route, under Lieutenant Colonel 
Powell, Fort Kearny— 
Voluteers.. .ccrrcccccccesccescccsccccces 
| In California, under Colonel Mason— 
| IANS 5:0 055 vies Sn tny't oo dats Cocteacevess: (OB 
Volunteers... 0.000 cccceecccccscesccccece 


| of the war: 
Regulars....ccccecccccccccccccccvccccecs 
WOMANI sv civic owas ob. evic se bis cc bine 


AQBTETALE.... ccc cecacccccccsceccsccccees 


| It will be seen that we have in Mexico, under 
| General Scott, besides the garrisons of Tampico 
and Vera Cruz, about 29,000 men, rank and file, 
‘| excluding officers; and in the command of General 
Taylor, an aggregate of 6,727 men, officers inclu- 
i) ° ° 
| From the statements of the Adjutant General, it 
“appears that the actual force kept up is less, by 
| one-fourth than the legal force authorized by law. 
| The continually renewing casualties of war, and 
|| other circumstances, occasion this difference. And 


\' it is not probable that the existing legal establish- 
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ment could by any effort, be made to keep in the 
feld a greater numerical strength than is now there. 
So that, if the force of the army is to be materially 
augmented, this must be done by the creation of 
new corps, and by multiplying the arrangements 
for procuring recruits an volunteers. I have 
omitted in this enumeration, some bodies of volun- 
teers which have been called out but have not yet 
joined the'army. They cannot, if full, which it is 
not probable they will be, exceed 2,200 men, and 
do not change the question before us: if, indeed, 
they do more than keep up for a time the present 
number of volunteers in the field. 

| know nothing more of the proposed plan of the 


campaign, than is disclosed in that part of the re- * 


port of the Secretary of War, which has just been 
read to the Senate. Ido not therefore presume to 
speak authoritatively upon the subject, and indeed 
it may well be that no fixed system of operations 
has been or will be prescribed by the Executive; 
but that after expressing its general views, the 
conduct of the war will be left to the discretion of 
the commander. But it is easy to see, that if the 
obstinate injustice of the Mexicans drives us to 
creater exeruions, and to a more enlarged sphere 
of operations, there are a number of positions, 
which, from their importance, military or political, 
we must seize and hold. These can only be indi- 
cated by an exact knowledge of the country, and 
particularly of its great lines of communication, 
which must be commanded and guarded. 


And the mining countries would claim their |, 


share of attention, in the efforts we may be called 
on to make. The rich districts of Zacatecas and 


San Louis yet contribute their supplies to the re- | 


duced treasury of theenemy. Ihave seen withina 
few days a letter from one of the most gallant and 
distinguished generals in Mexico, which estimates 
the revenue now derived from the mines at an 
amount so much higher than I was prepared to 
expect, that [ am unwilling to state it here, as I 
am notat liberty to name my authority. But if 
this information is correct, or near it, the product 
is a most important portion of the national resour- 


ces, Which should be diverted from the Mexican | 


treasury to ours. And he also gives it as his de- 


cided opinion, that by proper arrangement and | 


directions, the produce of the taxes of the countr 


may be made to bear the expenses of holding 1t | 


in our possession. 
continues to prevail in the Mexican councils, we 
can hold on, as indeed we must hold on, and let 
the enemy pay the cost of a state of things whese 
existence is owing to themselves. Without the 
extinction of their independence, and the annexa- 
tion of such a vast population to our country, 


with few sympathies to unite them to us, we can || 
continue to govern them, and govern them with | 


energy and justice, such as are new in their his- 
tory, ull the lessons of adversity shall have taught 


them to do us right, and till the experience of our || 


If so, and the same infatuation | 
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against this bill,and refuse the augmentation it 
provides, But those who, like me, believe that 
this Government, founded by all for the good of 
all, is bound by the most sacred obligations not to 
expose its citizens to unnecessary peril, nor to push 
their exertions to the very limit of human endu- 


rance, but to make the most liberal arrangements | 


for the prosecution of the war, and to hold the treas- 
ure of the nation lightas dust when weighed in 


the balance with the life-blood of its sons, will | 


cheerfully vote for this proposition, and hail its 
passage not only asa necessary measure of policy, 
but as a tribute to gallantry and patriotism. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. As we have heard the 
remarks of the honorable Senator, I will now, 
, with his permission, move to postpone the further 
consideration of this bill, until after the Senator 
from South Carolina shall have an opportunity 


(to-morrow) of addressing the Senate upon the | 


resolutions introduced by him. 
Mr. CASS. 


Ihave no objection to the post- | 


ponement of the bill, provided it is understood | 


that after the honorable Senator from South Caro- 
lina has opened the subject, and made the remarks 
which he desires to make, that he will then give 
way to this bill. Itis only upon the condition 


that he gives way to this measure, that 1 will con- | 


, Sent to the postponement. 


Mr. CALHOUN. Believing that I probably 


might not have the opportunity to speak to-mor- | 


row, | had a conversation with the Senator from 


dressing the Senate. 


If | have that opportunity, 
itis all 1 ask. 


Michigan, and expressed to him my desire of ad- | 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. I move a postponement | 


of the further consideration of this measure until 
| the day after to-morrow. 

Mr. CASS. 
is distinctly understood that this bill shall not be 
postponed beyond that day. 

Mr. CRITLENDEN. 
myself, that | disunctly understand that the con- 

| siderauion of this measure shall be proceeded with 


on that day, if such should be the pleasure of the | 


Senate. 
Mr. CASS. I cannot agree to the postpone- 
ment at the risk of having the bill overlaid by a 


long discussion. | am extremely desirous that the | 
South Carolina should | 


honorable Senator from 
have an opportunity of stating his views to the 


Senate, but iurther than that, as far as | am con- | 
cerned, | cannot consent to go; and if it become | 


necessary, | shall require a vote of the Senate. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. It depends, | suppose, 
very little upen my vote, or upon the vole of this 
side of the Senate, as to whether they will pro- 
ceed with this measure in preference to any other. 
‘That matter will undoubtedly be governed by those 
who vote with the honorable Senator from Michi- 


|| gan, the Senator must be well aware. 


sway and its operation around them, shall have | 
brought them to a better state of fecling. We can _ 
then treat with efficient rulers, and after securing | 


the | 
pendence, with a salutary conviction that it is bet- 
ter to provoke our friendship by justice, than to 
provoke our enmity by insults and aggressions. 
The returns show that we have less than 20,000 
men, rank and file, which exclude officers, in the 
midst of a hostile population, of eight or ten mil- 
lions, differing from us in race, in language, in re- 
ligion, in institutions, in prejudices, and indeed in 
all the characteristics, which constitute national 
identities, and separate the great families of man- 
kind from one another. This is exclusive of our 
force upon the Rio Grande, amounting to about 


6,000 rank and file, and which is hardly large | 


enough to hold that region in peaceable possession, 
and to guard against the irruption of the Mexican 


| 





the just objects of the war, we can retire, leaving || 
exican people in the enjoyment of their inde- | 


1 Mr. FOOTE, 


Mr. CASS. If the Senator will pardon me, I 
expressly suid that | speak only for myself. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I say it depends very 
little on myself, or upon the votes on this side of 
the Chamber, as to what business shall be proceed- 
ed with. I moved to postpone this bill until the 
day after to-morrow. 

Mr.CASS. I have only one word more to say: 
| as to whether it shall be postponed, the Senate 


| 


must decide. 


I understood the other day that 
the precise motion now made would be made in 
some form by some Senator, for the purpose simply 
of accommodating the Senator from South Caro- 
Jina; in other words, that the honorable Senator 


of personal respect for him, the opportunity to 
address the Senate upon the resolutions which he 


has intreduced. Ever since I heard that intima- 


would claim at the hands of his friends, as a token 
} 


|| tion, | have been exceedingly anxious to gratify 
|| the feelings of that distinguished gentleman. 


But 


troops. And it may be that this force will need || it is evidently necessary that there should be a 
augmentation with a view to onward operations, || distinct understanding, as the honorable Senator 


either directly upon San Louis, or by the more cir- 
cuitous but less difficult route of Zacatecas to the 
central countries of Northern Mexico. 


28,000 men, and this auxiliary force of 6,000, in- 
cluding the sick invalids and disabled, are amply 
sufficient to hold in subjection the people already 
reduced to obedience, to carry the war further the 
longer it is , and to meet its casualties, 
whether these are found in the battle-field, in the 
climate, or in popular tumults, may well vote 


| 


| from Michigan says, lest while consenting—anx- 
| ious as some are to gratify his feelings—to the 


|| postponement of this measure, we shall be con- 
He who believes that this poster force of || strained to permit this bill to be interrupted in its 
o 


progress; and if, in giving way to the honorableand 
distinguished Senator at this time, it will have the 

| effect of creating any considerable delay in the 
of a measure so vitally important to the 


l ask the honorable Senator if it | 




















be a distinct and formal understanding that this bill 
shall be proceeded with immediately after he has 
delivered his views to the Senate. 

Mr. ATCHISON, Will it bein order to move 
that the Senate go into Executive session ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A motion is 
pending to postpone this bill until the day after to- 
morrow, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I have no objection to 
withdraw that motion; but with regard to any un- 
derstanding that this bill shall be proceeded with, 
I am not disposed to commit myself, nor am I au- 
thorized to enter into any understanding which 
will in any way commit Senators upon this side to 
any particular course. I should myself be glad 
that the Senator from Michigan should proceed, as 
he will of course be able to do, notwithstanding 
any votes that may be given on this side of the 
Chamber. 

Mr. CASS. I trust, if the subject is not post- 
oned expressly with a view to accommodate the 
eater from South Carolina, we shall go on with 
the consideration of the bill, for there is no more 
important question which can be presented to the 
American Senate. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to Executive business. 

Mr. CASS. I demand the yeas and nays upon 
that motion. 

Mr. ATCHISON. That will decide the ques- 
tion whether the Senate will proceed or not. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The effect will be to 
leave the gentleman’s measure exactly where he 
wants it to be. It will be merely passed by, and 
remain one of the orders of the day for considera- 
tion to-morrow, leaving to the Senate then to de- 
cide whether they will proceed with it, or allow 
the gentleman from South Cvrolina to proceed 
with his resolutions. I think if the Senator from 


' ‘ || Michigan will take a moment’s reflection, he will 
can only answer for | 


_ See that that js the course which will suit his pur- 
pose best. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I certainly am desirous of 
knowing in advance whether I can have an oppor- 
tunity of speaking to-morrow or not. I intro- 
duced my resolution before the Senator’s bill was 
reported, and fixed a day for its consideration. 
Now, if I am to be prevented from addressing the 
Senate, by reason of a measure subsequently in- 
troduced, which has obtained a parliamentary ad- 
vantage, all that I can say is, it will be the first 
occurrence of this kind that I have ever known. 

| All I ask is, the opportunity of being heard. I do 

| not choose to speak upon this bill, and my reason 
for it is, that it does not give me the scope which 
I desire. 1 wish to have it understood whether 
am to have to-morrow or not. 

Mr. CASS. I hope the honoralle Senator will 
do me justice; he will recollect, and the Senate 
will recollect, that at the very time his resolution 
was introduced, and the day fixed for its consider- 
ation, I then stated to the Senaie that, for myself, 
I should endeavor to get this bill up to the excln- 
sion of all other business. 1 am not actuated, as 
the Senator seems to infer, by a desire to exclude 

_ him from an opportunity of addressing the Senate. 
I only desire that this measure shall be proceeded 
_ with without delay, believing it to be the most im- 
portant business that cal be brought before the 
| Senate. 

Mr. WESTCOTT said he should vote against 
| any course calculated to pine the passage of 
| this bill a single hour. e deeply regretted that 
any one had supposed there was any discouriesy 
_ towards the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 
| CaLucun] in insisting on its being acted on before 
-any other business. He disclaimed any such in- 

tention on his part. The Senator from South Car- 
, olina was, of all others, that member of the Senate 
_ towards whom he should be most anxious to avoid 
| disrespect or discourtesy. But (Mr. W. said) 
_ he conscientiously regarded the passage of the bill, 

as imperatively demanded by every dictate of pru- 

dence and wise policy. He did not consider the 

decision of the Senate on this bill, as at all connect- 
ed with the resolutions of the Senator from South 
| Carolina. Nomatter what was the ulterior policy 
| adopted by us—even if it was resolved to with- 
| draw our army from Central Mexico, and adopt 
| the defensive line policy, still, in his opinion, this 
| bill should be passed forthwith. Jt will take 


public interests, I shall reluctantly be obliged to | months after the bill becomes a law to get the 


| vote against the postponement, much as I desire to 


| accommodate the honorable Senator, unless there 





| troops into the field. Afler it passes the Senate 
| there may be delays elsewhere. Sir, (said Mr, 
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W.,) great as is the confidence I have in the skill, 
valor, and prowess of our gallant soldiers in Mex- 
ico, unforeseen and unexpected circumstances may 
involve them in difficulties, making reinforcements 
necessary. ‘The orders of the Government to sus- 
tain the army by taking supplies from the eremy, 
have just about this time been received by the 
army. Three weeks hence we may, and some be- 
lieve that we shall, get information that the effect 
of the enforcement of these orders, may be the re- 
quirement of an additional force there forthwith, 
to suppress outbreaks and insurrections. I will 
not say [anticipate this, but itis not improbable. 
Our fellow-citizens of the army are in a foreign 
land, in the midst of eight or ten millions of em- 
bittered foes, who are ready to avail themselves of 
any opportunity to massacre every one of them. 
They are scattered over Mexico in several differ- 
ent towns, and divided into detachments not very 
strong in numbers, They are in a different cli- 
mate from that they have lived in—they are pecu- 
liurly liable to be attacked by disease. Armies are 
more subject to epidemics than those who compose 
them are when at their homes. 

If any disaster should occur to any of our brave 
men in Mexico, which the giving the reinforce- 
ments afforded by this bill could have prevented, 
and if the immediate passage of this bill was de- 
layed by any act or vote of mine, | should feel as 
if the blood of those thus sacrificed was upon my 
hands, Another argument forced ‘itself upon his 
mind. He believed, if even it was net already too 
late to reason on the question, every hour’s delay 
tended directly to produce the very result depreca- 
ted in the resolutions of the Senator from South 
Carolina. If it could be averied, it was only by 
sending additional troops to Mexico at once, and 
by vigorous means, making her feel the war in 
every portion of the country, and forcing her to 
sue for peace. Indecision here, delays here, op- 
position here, encouraged our enemies in Mexico 
to hold out, and finally the country would become 
such a mere wreck, that we should be compelled 
to take it all and govern it. Vigorous and speedy 
measures would coerce her people toa peace while 
they had strength left to sustain themselves when 
the war was closed. Under these circumstances, 
(said Mr. W.,) anxious as I am to listen to the 
Senator from South Carolina upon his resolutions, 
i feel thatl am right in resisung any and every 
ostponement; and, for one, 1 am willing to sit 
ere without an adjournment, till the final vote is 
taken; and I trust the Senate will do its duty, and 
if any detriment is occasioned by delay, let the 
responsibility fall elsewhere. 

Mr. BADGER. When the Senator from South 
Carolina introduced his resolutions, something like 
a fortnight ago, he made them the order of the day 
for to-morrow, and atthe last day of the session 
of the Senate, the honorable chairman of the Mil- 
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itary Committee called up the bill which is now | 


under consideration in this Senate, with, as I un- 


derstood, the avowed design to keep the measure | 


before the Senate, to the exclusion of the resolu- 


tions of the Senator from South Carolina, which, | 


by a previous order of this body, were to be taken 
up to-morrow. This was done, sir, against the 
remonstrance of the Senator from South Carolina. 


it was done, in my jud&ment, sir, contrary to the | 


usages of this body. 
exhibition of a want of courtesy towards the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina. 
the resolutions have been known and announced 
to the Senate. The Senate has designated a da 
on which they shall be taken 7 and considered, 
and this bill was called up on the last day of the 
sitting of the Senate but one, before the resolu- 
tions of the Senator from South Carolina were 
regularly to come up before this body for consid- 
eration, with the avowed purpose of giving it pre- 
cedence over these resolutions, and probably pre- 
venting the Senator who had brought the subject 
before the Senate from being heard, and having the 
subject-matter of his resolutions considered. 
Now, in my judgment, nothing but some ex- 
treme public necessity—nothing but a plain case, 


It was, in my opinion, an | 


The subject matter of | 


involving the public good, and requiring immediate | 
consideration, should have precedence over these | 


resolutions. An object of this kind alone, which 
could only be accomplished by giving it prece- 
dence over these resolutions, would be sufficient 
justification for such a course being pursued. 
Now, where is the necessity? Wherefore is it that 


| Senator from South Carolina would have had an 


slightest discourtesy. 


passed through with such hot haste? The Senator 
from Florida, it is trae, tells us that he entertains 
serious alarm lest in the next three weeks our gal- 
lant troops, who have covered themselves with 
honors, who have defended themselves against 
three times their number, may suffer some great 
calamity—may be overborne by superior numbers. 
Well, if any Senator expects any such thing, does 
he expect these ten regiments to be raised ?—does 
he expect that at the slow and limping pace at 
which measures are passed through Congress this 
can by any possibility be made available? It can- 
not, sir. [It must be manifest, that whether this 
bill is acted upon before the vote is taken upon the 
resolutions of the Senator from South Carolina is 
a matter of the utmost indifference, if the actual 
application of the force intended to be raised is for 
the purpose either of relieving the troops or prose- 
cuting the war—either to preserve our army, or to 
annoy or overbear the enemy. This strikes me, 
sir, as being the actual position of the question 
before the Senate. It resolves itself into this: Shall 
the Senate, without any plain reason founded on 
the public good, without any exigency demanded 
by the present state of the war, without any pos- 
sible reason to believe that any good purpose can 
be served by it, set the example of putting aside 
a previous subject, and thereby offering, as it ap- 
pears to me, a want of courtesy, without example, 
as far as L know, in this body towards an honor- 
able Senator who has introduced the subject for 
consideration. Well, what is now proposed? How 
is it that this wrong movement is to be redressed ? 


| Why, it is supposed by the postponement of the 


consideration of this bill until the day after to- 
morrow, in order to give the Senator an opportu- 
nity to be heard, without a distinct understanding 
that afier that shall have been done, the consider- 
auon of this bill is to be resumed. Suppose the 
course pursued in calling up this bill had not been 
pursued; suppose to-morrow had arrived, the reso- 
tions had come in their order—as in my judg. 
ment they ought to be permitted to do—what would 
have been the result? Why, not only that the 


opportunity to be heard upon-his resolutions, but 
others would also have had an opportunity to be 
heard—for | do not Know but many others may 
desire to be heard upon these resolutions, if, as he 
suggests, there is no such scope in the bill as in 
the resolutions. Is it to be understood that the 
subject is to be taken up merely to allow the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina to express his views, and 
then that a narrower ground, a more restricted 
range is to be given to other gentlemen who ma 

desire to be heard upon the matters at large which 
are embraced in the resolutions? | hope we shall 
resume the ground which I believe the resolutions 
ought to occupy. But what does the honorable 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
propose? Surely he does not expect to force this 
measure through the Senate without debate. 
Surely he does not expect that this is a measure 
which can be passed silently through this body. 
The bill must be discussed as well as the resolu- 
tions. If members of this body are disposed to 
spend three or four weeks in the discussion of the 
subjects embraced in the resolutions, they may be 
equally disposed to discuss this bill. The discus- 
sion must come sooner or later. I hope, then, 
that the Senate will postpone this subject until the 
day after to-morrow, that the Senator from South 
Carolina may be heard to-morrow, and that the 
Senate may then determine whether they will dis- 
cuss this bill, or whether the discussion upon the 
resolutions is to be prosecuted to its termination. 
[ cannot come to an understanding that, after the 
Senator from South Carolina has delivered his 


| views, the bill is to be taken up, and the discussion 


prosecuted to its termination. 
Mr. CASS. I merely want to relieve myself 


| from the charge of a want of courtesy towards the 


Senator from South Carolina, who 1s almost the 
last man to whom I should wish to exhibit the 
That honorable Senator 
will recollect, that at the time I introduced this bill, 
I gave notice that | would endeavor to bring it up 
at the very earliest opportunity; and the Sen- 


ator must know, also, that it has been out of my 


power to do it sooner, in consequence of the stroke 
of Providence having fallen upon one of our num- 
ber, and in consequence of the observance of so- 
lemnities which were due to the occasion; and now 


OBE. 
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| Vote on this subject, and the Senator says, it is q 
| mark of discourtesy on my part to urge the consid. 
| eration of the measure. Let me ask the Senator 
whether, if he regarded a particular subject, as 
vital to the interests of the country, he would re. 
gard the desire to a with that measure to the 
exclusion of all others, as any mark of disrespect? 
Would he not insist upon its immediate considera. 
tion, even at the hazard of being accused of a want 
of courtesy? Would he not do this himself: | 
am one oh believe that there is an absolute joe. 
cessity for this measure. The Senator from Flori. 
da very properly suggests, that a state of things 
may arise, in which it would be vitally important, 
that the troops proposed to be raised by this jl) 
should be in Mexico; and an honorable Senator 
from North Carolina suggests the slow and limp. 
ing progress of measures through this body. Wh y, 
| that very consideration shows that there ought to 
be no delay. 

Who can tell what may happen three months, 
or even three weeks hence? This is my view of 
the matter, and [ trust it redeems me entirely with 
honorable gentlemen on both sides from the impu- 
tation of want of courtesy. If this measure be 
postponed, and the resolutions taken up, no man 
| can tell when the discussion will be terminated: 
and in the meantime this important measure—a 
|} measure in which the honor and interests of the 
country may be involved, and without which the 
| lives of our citizens may be hazarded—will be post- 
poned. I think it is no discourtesy to any gentle- 
man to ask for the consideration of measures so 
intimately connected with the public interests, be- 
fore the Senate shall be addressed upon other mat- 
ters. I repeat, that I shall hear the honorable 
Senator with the greatest pleasure to-morrow. [ 
| never hear him without pleasure. I never disa- 
| gree without I doubt my own judgment; and with 
the understanding that to-morrow shall be devoted 
| tothe hearing of the Senator, and that the bill shall 
| be proceeded with on the next day, I shall cheer- 
fully acquiesce, but further than that I cannot go. 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not rise to vindicate the 
views of my colleague, but I do rise to demand for 
him the ordinary course which is conceded by all 
parliamentary usage. He has heretofore given 
notice of his purpose to express his views to the 
| Senate, and the motion of the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky is nothing more nor less than to 
give him an opportunity of doing so to-morrow. 
The majority of this Senate has of course the power 
to forward this bill; but why does the honorable 
chairman of the Military Committee desire so 
earnestly to avoid discussion? Is he distrustful of 
discussion on this subject? And does he suppose 
that in the course of one day’s discussion the minds 
of Senators here will be so modified as to take from 
him the power of his own measure? It may be he 
distrusts his own friends. 1 am not prepared to 
say what the result will be—whether the Senate 
| will be disposed again to lay down the resolution 
and take up the bill. Ido not say that I have any 
opposition to offer to the measure which the Sen- 
ator has introduced, nor will I admit that he has a 
night to assume that any member will be the less 
ready to support that measure in consequence of 
any discontent that may take place; but [ do say 
that the light to be derived from discussion should 
be had. Discussion should be permitted to pro- 
ceed before we are called upon to vote upon any 
measure of importance. I! am very far from agree- 
ing with the gentleman, that I am to take counsel 
from apprehension, that from a hasty announce- 
ment in this body, we are to rush to the rescue of 
our gallant army, as though it were menaced with 
danger. I shall not take counsel from any such 
apprehensions; and I think it is but a reasonable 
request on the part of my colleague, that he should 
be heard before the subject is prejudged. 

Mr. FOOTE. | desire to make a single remark— 
not more; nor would I have troubled the Senate in 
my present feeble state of health, but for the allu- 
sion which was made by the Senator from North 
Carolina to Senators on this side the Chamber; for 
I confess I am one of those who are ambitious of 
being recognized as patriots, and J} am also ambi- 
tious of not being recognized as discourteous. 
How far the Senator from North Carolina can re- 
concile it with his views to fulminate accusations 
of discourtesy, without resting those accusations 
upon any good and sufficient grounds, I leave to 
himself to determine. So far as my poor judgment 
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this particular bill is now to be considered and || comes the very first day on which the Senate could || goes, however, I consider the accusation which he 
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has made is not capable of being sustained by evi- 
dence. What is the fact ? I stated before, and 
the Senator will justify me in the assertion, that he 
claimed the other day, with that urbanity which 
characterizes his demeanor, as an act of courtesy 
from his friends, that he should be allowed to be 
heard upon his resolutions upon the day fixed by 
him for taking them up. As soon as the proposi- 
tion was made, my heart responded to the call, and 
I thought all on this side were inclined to be in 
unison, and that this act of courtesy should be ex- 
tended. Now, the truth is, the Senator from North 
Carolina and those associated with him, have the 
control of the whole matter. This plain practical 
sroposition has been submitted to them, that a 
formal understanding should arise in this Cham- 
ver, that the Senator from South Carolina should 
be allowed to be heard upon his resolutions, and 
that the consideration of this bill should then be 
proceeded with. How easy to agree to such a 
plain proposition! But is agreement manifested ? 
With whom then is the discourtesy, when it is pro- 
posed to do all that is asked for by the Senator from 
South Carolina—to do all that it may be necessary 
to enable the Senator to be heard on these questions? 
What is theanswer? Noneatall. Answer most 
significant; an answer significant to the scheme—I 
hope it may not be considered discourteous to use | 
the word—to postpone this vital question. [tis not | 
for me to remind the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina—who is as distinguished for his knowledge of 
the common law as for his learning and eloquence— 
that itis an established principle of the law, (to give 
the maxim without using the Latin,) ‘so far as the 
reason of the law extends, so far the law operates, 
and no further.’’ Now, the reason of this courtesy 
is plain; it goes as far as we are willing to admit it, 
and cannot go farther. What does the Senator 
from North Carolina say ?—that in violation of rea- 
son and common law, the instant the Senator from 
Seuth Carolina is heard on the subject, then all the 
other Senators shall also be allowed the same priv- 
ilege. Is this in accordance with reason? b 
courtesy require that all should be heard ? 
al! participated in the concoction of this resolution? 





We are willing to act upon reason—to carry it out || 22d of December, being two days after the resolu- 1 the Senator from North Carolina. 


—toenforce it. The Senator from North Carolina | 
says that all other Senators must also be heard. 


Why, it is obvious, and it must be obvious to the |) 


Senator, that by insisting that all others must be 
heard, he makes a refusal to hear any Senator; an | 


act of discourtesy, the avoidance of which he seems || 


to liave so much at heart. [, for one, sir,am most 
anxious to hear the views of the distinguished Sen- 
ator from South Carolina. As to the result of dis- 
cussion in this Chamber, I fear nothing. There | 
is too much patriotism here to permit us for a 


this body when the interests and honor of the 
country demand such action. 

Mr. BADGER. I was endeavoring to obtain 
the floor immediately after the honorable chair- 
man of Military Affairs took his seat, for the 
purpose of saying to him that [ was very much 
astonished to hear him intimate that I designed to 


charge him with a want of courtesy towards the | 


Senator from South Carolina. I know that that 
honorable Senator would be as far from offering 


an act of discourte’y as the Senator from Mibssis- | 
sippi. When I spoke of that act as contrary to | 


the usages of the Senate, I spoke of those usages, 
and have observed them for a very short period. 
It is possible for gentlemen to do an act of discour- 
tesy without being aware of it; but I can assure the 
Senator from Mississippi that he is entirely mista- 
ken if he supposes that any scheme has been con- 
certed on this side of the Chamiber. 

part, I came from a part of the Union where 
schemes are not very much indulged in, where 
they are not held in very high estimation. All I 


intended was to express my own opinion; and ac- 
cording to the views I entertained, it was discourte- 


ous to the honorable Senator, and a violation of the 
usage of the Senate. I certainly did not suppose 
that either the Senator from Michigan or the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi designed to offer a discour- 
tesy to the Senator from South Carolina. But it 
seems, sir, [ am claiming too much, when I decline 
to enter into any agreement or understanding, that 
as soon as the Senator from South Carolina has 
expressed his views, his resolutions are to be l:.id 
aside, and the consideration of the bill resumed, on 
the ground that the courtesy of the Senate is com- 
pletely exhausted, after the Senator from South 


| should claim the same privilege. It 


For my own | 
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Carolina has had an opportunity to be heard. 
Now, upon this point I entertain an entirely dif- 
ferent view from that of the Senator from Michi- 
gan; and when he claims the privilege of acting 
as his judgment dictates, it is but right that I 
has been 
suggested that ample range for debate would 
not be atforded on this bill. If so, and if courtesy 
requires that the Senator from South Carolina 
should be heard, with this “ample room and verge 
enough’? for the expression of his ideas, it follows, 
of course, according to the same principle of com- 
mon fairness, that other Senators who differ to- 
tally from him, if there be any such, or entertain 
a multiplicity of opinions, should be permitted the 


same opportunity for the expression of those 1} 


opinions. For these reasons, | am of opinion that | 
this matter should be passed over without any | 
such understanding as is proposed, and that the | 
discussion which is to arise upon the resolution 
should arise in regular order, and be prosecuted | 
to its final termination. At the same time, lL agrce 
with the Seuator from Michigan, that the claims 
of courtesy towards any member of this body 
ought to yield to subjects of necessity—to meas- 
ures which are demanded by the circumstances of 
the country; but in this case Ll cannot see that any 
such necessity exists; and, as | hold it to have 
been originally wrong that the resolutions of the 
Senator from South Carolina should have been 


| supplanted or deprived of their priority, on this | 
subject | hope the Senator from Michigan will al- | 
' low me to correct his recollection, while | disclaim | 


imputing to him any intentional discourtesy, of 
which | know him to be incapable, He is cer- 
tainly in error when he supposes that at the time 
when the resolutions of the Senator from South 
Carolina were made the special order of the day 
for to-morrow, he gave notice that he would, in 
| the interim, call up his bill; because the resolutions 
of the Senator from South Carolina were submit- 
| ted on the 15th of December, and on the 20th of 


oes | December they were made the order of the day | 
Have || for to-morrew. ‘The bill now under consideration | 


| of the Senate was reported to the Senate on the 


; tons of the Senator from South Carolina had been 
| made the order of the day for to-morrow, and one 


| this body. Therefore, it was impossible for the 


| Senator, unless by the spirit of prophecy, to give | 


notice on the 20th that he would call up a bill 
| that was not reported from the Military Commit- 
tee until the 22d. 

Mr. CASS. I have no hesitation in saying that 
the Senator has a better knowledge of chronology 


| than I have; but I recollect dis inctly that my ob- | 
moment to doubt as to what will be the action of |, ject in making that intimation was to meet a remark | 
| of the Senator from South Carolina, and it was in | 
|| connexion with what was said by the Senator from | 


| Ohio. 
Mr. ATCHISON. 
| quiry, sir, as to whether this question is debatable. 


‘| If L understand the motion, it is to go into Execu- 


tive session. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER remarked that 


|| he had suffered the debate to proceed, under the | 


| 


expectation that it would lead to an amicable ar- 
rangement on the subject of the postponement of 
| the bill. Upon the pending motion, however, de- 
| bate was not in order. 


|| lina introduced his resolutions some days ago, and 


| to-morrow. Now there is not a single dissenting 
|| voice against that being done, although every one 


| and of the necessity of a speedy action upon it. 
|| When the resolutions come up, by way of a trial 
| of strength, I will move that they be laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. DICKINSON. It will be recollected that 
| Lintroduced certain resolutions some days previous 
|| to the introduction of the resolutions of the honor- 
| able Senator from South Carolina, and that when 
my resolutions were reached, I intimated a deter- 
|| mination to call them up immediately after the 
|| holidays. The Senator from South Carolina, 


|| however, thought pe ond to move to make his reso- 


'| Jutions the s 
| had intende 
| my own. 


cial order on the very day which I 


week after the resolutions had been submitted to | 


I would like to make an in- | 


| Mr. SEVIER. The Senator from South Caro- | 


| intimated his intention of addressing the Senate | 


is impressed with the importance of this measure, | 


to appoint for the consideration of 
Of this, however, I do not complain. 
| I waived the intention of calling up my resolutions, 
i although I thought these contained a very import- 
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ant principle. I refrained from calling them up, 

lest it would interfere with business more practical. 
| Anxious as | am to obtain discussion upon them, 
} yet I am willing that they should remain ontil 
| these practical measures are disposed of. Alth: ug) 
| I propese to keep them before the Senate, yet | uo 
| not propose to bring them forward to the exclu- 
| sion of those measures which the public service 
| requires. 

Mr. MANGUM. [have no doubt that the Sen- 
ator from Arkansas is perfectly correct in saying 
that there is no intention on the part of any one to 
prevent the Senator from South Carolina from be- 
ing heard to-morrow; and for the very reason, that 
this has been almost the constant usage in this 
body. I think a great deal more consequence has 
been attached to the importance of immediate action 
on this bill than it is entitled to. There is no dis- 
position to deprive the Administration of the op- 
portunity of presenting their measures in their own 
good time; and although I must say that, if LT had 
my choice, | would prefer to hear the discussion 
upon the resolutions—to hear an expression of the 
sentiments entertained by the Senator previous to 
being called upon to grant supplies to any extent; 
| yetif the Administration measures are urged on the 
|| ground of a pressing public necessity, | am un- 
willing to take the responsibility of ocensioning 


| any delay in regard to those measures which they 
deem of the highest magnitude. It is true, that 
the resolutions of the Senator from South Carolina 
open a much wider range of debate; butif it be the 
|| sense of the Senate, that the discussion should be 
|| delayed and the supplies proceeded with, I shall 
|| not offer any paeliniaads nor will any one on this 
|| side of the Chamber, | am convinced, although | 
am not authorized to speak for others. If it be the 
sense of the Senate to renew the discussion on the 
bill as soon as the Senator from South Carolina 
shall have expressed his views, be it so. Lam not 
apprized that there is any disposition here unneces- 
|| sarily to postpone final action upon any measures 
of the Advatuiatration. 
Mr. FOOTE. When Lused the word **scheme,”’ 
|| it was certainly not with any discourtesy towards 
It was merely 
| in allusion to the postponement of business, there 
|| being conflicting views in regard to the expediency 
of first taking up one subject or the other, and in 
\| reference to gentlemen who might be inclined to 
seize upon what might, perhaps, be properly term- 
|| ed parliamentary advantage. And while Lam up, 
| | will remark, that if the Senator from North Car- 
|| olina understands me as using the word * scheme”’ 
i in any disrespectful sense, in reference to himself, 
or in reference to the State of North Carolina, he is 
entirely mistaken. But while the honorable Sen- 
ator repels the idea of the application of such a 
term to the character of his State, | hope he does 
not mean to imply that I came from a part of the 
|| country where schemes are more apt to be adopted 
|| than in North Carolina. If I had understood the 
|| Senator as intending such an intimation, I should 
|| have repelled it at the moment, with promptitade, 
| and perhaps with some heat. The State of Mis- 
sissippi, high as she stands, is free from injury, 
even at the hands of the Senator from North Car- 
olina. Possibly some disrespect was intended. to 
the State of Mississippi. Possibly it was intend- 
ed to hurl the arrow which was pointed at her 
many years ago. I will take the liberty of saying 
that there is not strength enough in the bow he 
bends to wing the arrow to the mark. 
Mr. BADGER. It was my intention, as soon 
as the Senator had taken his seat, had he done so 
without hurling such a military weapon, to say to 
him that I did not think of the circumstance which 
might have led to the suspicion, which might have 
given the appearance of discourtesy to what I said. 
had no such intention, and I assure him that 
even if I were not satisfied of the strength of Mis- 
sissippi, on this floor and elsewhere, I entirely 
disclaim the intention of assailing her. She is 
connected with North Carolina by many ties of 
association; and I assure the honorable Senator 
that if he does not make up a conflict upon this 
floor before he is assailed iy me, he will pass 
through his senatorial career (and long may it be) 
in the most agreeable manner, and that he will 
never have occasion, as far as I am concerned, to 
make the Senate the arena of any unpleasant ob- 
servations. And, indeed, f had not the Jeast idea 
that the Senator had used the word ‘ scheme”’ of- 
fensively. I amsure the word dropped from him 
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unguardedly, and | was far from taking offence at 
it, for Lam not * sudden and quick in quarrel’’— 
I am not anxious to find cause of offence, nor de- 
sirous to signalize myself in contests of this kind. 
Perhaps there might have been another considera- 
tion—that feeling on the subject a tolerably clear 
conscience, I would not have been much disturbed 
if I had supposed the Senator was aiming the 
word opprobriously at my State. 

- Mr. FOOTE. trust I shall be excused for 
trespassing a single moment further upon the ume 
of the Senate. Notwithstanding the express dis- 
claimer of the Senator from North Carolina in the 
first hulf of his remarks, there is something yet in 
the tone and bearing of the honorable Senator, 
which, without explanation, conveys the impres- 
sion that he has not that respect for the State of 
Mississippi which is due to her. 

Mr. BADGER. I have expressly disclaimed 
intending any offence to Mississippi. 

Mr. FOOTE. Sir, so | understood the Senator, 
and yet from the whole tenor of his remarks we 
are as much at a loss as to the intention of the 
Senator as before. He certainly did disclaim an 
intention of offending, and yet the disclaimer was 
accompanied by a suggestion which weakened its 
value, and served to produce some litte merriment. 
Hie had stated, that he was not aware of the cir- 
cumstance that would make allusion so painful. 

Mr. BADGER. No, sir; the Senator mistakes 
me. I did notsay that | was aware of the cireum- 
stance which might make the allusion painful. I 
suid that when I made the remark I did not think 
of any circumstance which might make the allusion 
painful, 

Mr. FOOTE. 
satisfied, 

Mr. MANGUM. I was remarking that I think 
there has been a degree of interest in regard to the 
priority of proceeding between this bill and the 
resolutions greatly disproportioned to the import- 
ance of the question, There is no design, lam 
persuaded, to take from the Administration the 
opportunity of controlling the measures which 
they may propose. Yet it cannot be denied that 
the Senate has the right to act first upon such sub- 
jects as they may deem proper, but under the cir- 
cumstance of this bill being pressed by the friends 
of the Administration, though I have a bare prefer- 
ence the other way, | will yield that preference, 
and agree to proceed with the consideration of the 
bill; though im the meantime I desire that its con- 
sideration should be postponed until the day efter 
to-morrow,and | now move its postponement until 
that day; and I hope that the motion will meet 
with unanimous concurrence, and that all dispo- 


Very well, sir, I am entirely 


sitions to give preference to any other matter will || 


vanish. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. ‘I am afraid I will find myself 


constrained to give a vote which may be consid- | 
ered wanting in courtesy to certain Senators, if I | 


am to judge from the opinions which I have just 
heard expressed. 


jusiness of the country, or the necessary measures 
of legislation for the pee of the war, in 
order to take up an abstract question having no 
practical bearing upon our legislation, can be con- 


sidered an act of discourtesy. I am equally unable | 


to perceive how it is that the resolutions of the 
Senator from South Carolina will give a broader 


field for the discussion of the war question, inclu- | 
Those resolutions do not | 


ding us consequences. 
seem to me to fairly bring up the subject of the 
war. They simply assert the principle of opposi- 
tion to the annexation of Mexico—a proposition, 
the affirmation of which never has been, and per- 
haps never will be, presented to us for action. It 
is an evasion of the real question, by the presenta- 


tion of a false issue, if, indeed, it presents any | 


issue. What do the resolutions mean? 


Do they 


mean that the Senator is opposed to the acquisition | 


of any territory and to all indemnity? or that he 
is Opposed to the annexation of the whole of Mex- 
ico? They may be construed to mean the one or 
the other, and perhaps with equal plausibility. 
They strike me, sir, as furnishing a successful 
example of that saying of Talleyrand—that lan- 
guage was given to man by the Deity to enable 
him to cenceal, not to express, his ideas. Iam 
opposed to the postponement of the legislation of 


the country for the purpose of taking up any such | 
abstract, idle propositions. 1 shall oppose them | 


I would not willingly be dis- | 
courteous to any Senator; but [ am unable to | 
verceive how it is that a refusal to postpone the | 
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from a sense of duty, whether offered by the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina, or contained in the reso- 
lutions of the Senator from New York. The war 
bills are the true measures upon which to discuss 
the origin, progress, and results of the war. If 
gentlemen desire to make speeches against the 
war, | wish to have them made on the bills pro- 
viding for the prosecution of the war, so that the 
proper responsibility shall attach to their speeches 
and acts. ‘The supporters of the war are willing 
to take the responsibility of speaking and voting 
for the war measures: let our adversaries take the 
responsibility of their acts in the same way. I 
repeat, that laovan no unkindness or discourtesy 
to any Senator. But I must be permitted to say, 
that this doctrine of courtesy is being carried to 
great lengths. I begin to think there was some 
force in an incident which I once witnessed in this 
Chamber: A Senator was making a speech against 
a measure on constituuonal grounds; a friend of 
the measure desired a brother Senator to go to the 
Senator who was opposing the bill, and ask him 
to vote for it as an act of courtesy, adding, that he 
would much sooner violate the Constituuon than 
be deemed discou:teous. 1 suppose, therefore, if 
we are called upon to withhold the recruits and 
supplies from our army in Mexico, upon the score 
of courtesy to any Senator, we are bound to yield 
to the request. 1 trust that gentlemen will pardon 
me if I shall feel constrained to give my vote for 
attending to the public business first—for the dis- 
cussion of abstractions afterwards. 

Mr. WESTCOTT said he desired to say a few 
words to correct a misconception of the Senator 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Bapcer,] and also a 
misapprehension of the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, |Mr. Burier,} with regard to the remarks he 
made a few moments since. The first Senator 
seemed to think that he (Mr, W.) wasapprehensive 
of immediate, impending, imminent danger to our 
army in Mexico. 

Mr. BADGER. [ did not understand him as 
saying immediate danger, but that there would be 
danger three weeks hence. 

Mr. WESTCOTT continued: And thg last Sen- 
ator imagines that he (Mr. W.) was laboring under 
great alarm and *‘consternation’’ as to its safety. 
He (Mr. W.) had not supposed anything in what 
he said, or the manner in which he said it, would 
have caused such thought. 

Mr. BUTLER corrected the Senator, and said 
he had alluded to the remarks that apprehensions 
were now entertained of news being received in 
three weeks that would show the necessity of these 
troops—and he had not referred to the Senator as 
expressing any fears of “imminent” danger. 

Mi - WESTCOTT. Both Senators had misun- 
derstood him. He had as much confidence in the 
army as any man had, but he could not calculate 
closely the amount of force that might be needed 
in Mexico, so as to send the smallest number. He 
would be liberal in men and money, and, above all, 
be prompt. He would provide against possible 
though unexpected contingencies. ‘The remark of 
the Senator from NorthCarolina,that months would 
ensue before these troops could be raised, furnishes 
a complete answer to the argument of there being 


no immediate necessity for these troops. It was 


_well known that many of our volunteers there 


desired to be discharged and to return home, but 


, who could not be allowed to do so tll their places 
| were supplied by new levies. This should be done 


as soon as practicable. Until the new regiments 


_of regulars provided by this bill are sent to Mexico, 


none of the volunteers or other troops there can 
be withdrawn, whatever their claims to such favor. 
Though he did not anticipate disaster, much less 
defeat to our soldiers in Mexico, he would be pre- 
pared for any casualty, not only what was likely 
to occur, but what was possible. As to the dis- 
courtesy imputed, he denied that there was any in 
fact. He repeated, the bill was an independent 
measure, proper and necessary, whatever was de- 
cided upon as to the policy to be pursued towards 
Mexico. He said he could vote for the resolutions 
of the Senator from South Carolina, if convinced 
they were founded in wisdom and right, even after 
this bill passed. There was no inconsistency in such 
a course. He should listen to the Senator atten- 
tively, and if satisfied, he should vote for the resolu- 
tions, and if not so persuaded, he should vote against 
them. He did not hesitate to say that he believed 
one position assumed by a distinguished statesman, 
a citizen of Kentucky, (Mr. Ciay,] though he had 
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| never supported that gentleman, to be correct. It 
was, that Seaevans had the constitutional right to dj. 
rect and control the President by law or resolution 
astothe managementofa war. Mr. W. did not, a 
some gentlemen did, limit this right to the declar. 
| ing the objects of the war; in his opinion, the Sey. 
ate and House of Representatives could properly 
and constitutionally at any time dictate to the Pres. 
ident how the army should be employed, and rec. 
ulate how the supplies should be disposed of; and 
(said Mr. W.) food exercise this right when. 
ever I believed the Executive was doing, or was 
about to do, wrong. As to his opinions of the 
Executive, and of the course pursued with respect 
to this war, this was not a proper occasion to ex. 
pre them. His votes, and speeches, and acts 
veretofore, displayed them; they were well known, 
When the question as to the policy to be settled 
upon as to Mexico came up, he should eX press 
his views as to that. But as it respects this bill, 
he regarded delay as exceedingly injudicious. [f 
it could possibiy be hoped there would be no delay 
after it passed the Senate, he should still urge jt jn 
this Chamber; but with the probability of delay in 
the other House, the duty to dispose of it here, 
forthwith, was made still more imperative. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I rise to say that I am per- 
fectly satisfied with the course which is suggested 
by the Senator from Arkansas and the Senator 
from North Carolina—either will be satisfactory 
to me. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I deem it proper 
to say, as one of the Military Committee, that this 
bill was pre-passed by a committee, under the im- 
pression that more troops were necessary to be 
raised immediately, The chairman of the com- 
mittee, in accordance with the views of a majority 
of said committee, announced his intention to 
bring it up at the first possible moment, and press 
it to its speedy passage. And it is now one week, 
I believe [Mr. Cass: Two weeks]—one week was 
enough for the purpose; but it seems two weeks 
have elapsed since the announcement was made, 
We had hoped that one week would have been 
sufficient to have secured its passage; for we be- 
lieved that a great and pressing emergency ex- 
isted. 

It appeared plainly manifest to us, that if any 
military movements took place in Mexico—that 
would naturally excite the military ardor of the 
people of the United States—it would require all 
the intervening time between the present period 
and the time when the yellow fever would set in, 
to organize and forward the drafts of troops neces- 
sary to carry on active operations. The Senator 
from Florida is not wrong in supposing that there 
is ground for apprehension in regard to our troops 
in Mexico, and that further soldiery will be re- 
quired in the battle-field. For what has been the 
cause of so much loss of life already? I would 
ask, if it has not been owing, in a considerable 
degree, to the tardiness in furnishing the supplies, 
as well as the deficient quantity? But for the small 
amount of forces furnished, the battle of Buena 
Vista would never have been fought; and if Gen- 
eral Scott, sir, had had a powerful army, with 
which to have followed close upon the heels of re- 
treating Santa Anna, no fortifications would have 
been thrown up, and no fighting would have taken 

lace, or resistance been made, before the walls of 
exico. What induced Santa Anna at Buena 
Vista to attack General Taylor, but the belief that 
his troops were numerically exhausted, and were 
not sufficient in number to repel such an attack. 
Shall we, by a repetition of these errors, invite 
similar attacks again? 

Sir, all history has taught us, that where civil 
governments at home assume to direct military 
operations abroad, ruinous evil has been the re- 
sult. Shall the Senate delay to decide whether it 
is necessary to send additional forces to Mexico? 
The Executive, with the information that he has 
in his possession, has been induced to call for 
these additional forces. If it be so—if the same 
delay is again to take place in the transmission of 
troops—we must then expect to see, what we have 
seen, a few of our gallant soldiers outflanked by 8 
superior force, and obliged to fight their way 
through the serried ranks of the enemy. May it 
not be so again? Then, why expose the lives of 
your countrymen, while disputing upon questions 
that have no practical bearing? e are all anx- 
ious to hear the sentiments of the distinguished 
Senator from South Carolina, not that 1 am of 
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opinion that the fate of this bill can be affected by 
any vote upon his resolutions, | ¢ c 
resolutions, and still vote for this bill. If, indeed, 

we do not wish to annex Mexico—if we wish her 

to maintain. an independent government, and to 

conclude this war by an honorable peace—I ask, 

why hesitate to pass this bill, and grant an ade- 

quate force and sufficient supplies? But the Sen- 

ator wishes to be heard upon this question. If 

other gentlemen wish to answer him, these resolu- , 
tions can be laid upon the table, the public service 

attended to, and then a wide discussicn can be 

entered upon—a discussion which I, for one, 

would be inclined to listen to with much interest. 

Mr. SEVIER. I hope this bill will be post- 

ened, and made the special order at one o’clock 
on Wednesday. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I wish to make a single 
remark. I think that my honorable friend from 
Mississippi is a little mistaken in supposing that 
any of the disasters of this war are attributable to 
the tardy legislation on the part of Congress. I 
have been here the whole time, and if any blame 
ix to be attached to Congress for tardy legislation, 
of course | must come in for my share of that 
blame. l 2 
any tardiness in granting any supplies of men or 


money that were demanded by the Executive? | 


We began by authorizing the Executive to accept 
the services of fifty thousand volunteers, and that 


force was never exhausted until the fall of last year. | 


There have been military resources open at all 
times to the President, which he might have exer- 
cised, and which he has exercised, by calling out 
men to serve during the war. This is the remark 
I intended to make. I am satisfied the honorable 
Senator meant no rebuke to the Senate; he has 
heen more meritoriously engaged, and is evidently 
under a misapprehension if he supposes that any 
such charge can possibly be made upon Congress. 

Mr. DAVIS. It is very far from my intention 
to rebuke the Senate; but 1 believe that lam borne 
out in what I have stated by proof. We did pass 
a bill authoric ing the raising of fifty thousand vol- 


unteers, but all other supplies were cut down—I | 


mean camp and garrison equipage. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. One word as to that— | 


my recollection is fresh—that when the appeal was 
made for supplies, they were at once granted; 
there was not a dollar asked that was not granted, 
not an item of supply demanded, that was reduced 
inamount. 1 think the Senate will find this to be 
the case. Not a dollar was refused... We were 


I can accept his - 


When was it that we have been guilty of | 


guided by the estimates that were furnished, and | 


voted their full amount. 
Mr. DAVIS. [I intended to refer the honorable 


Senator, when I was up, to an item that was strick- | 


en off from the Quartermaster’s estimate. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I did not know any- 
thing about that, it was not in this body. 

Mr. DAVIS. 
of Representatives; the item was for camp and 
equipage supplies. 

_ The question being taken on the postponement, 
it was agreed to. . 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 


It was stricken off in the House | 


lutions were accordingly made the special order | 
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gentleman who made the motion to lay on the table 
(Mr. Jounson] was in the House; but i? he was, 
he would inquire if he would withdraw it to afford 
him (Mr. B.) the opportunity on Monday—which 


was the only day on which, under the rules, it || 


could be done—to ask the House to suspend the 
rules, for the purpose of enabling him to submit a 
proposition to refer this whole subject to the Com- 


mittee of the Whole on thestate of the Union, and | 


make it the special order for to-morrow, 

r al r . ‘. = 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to the 
gentleman from Virginia, that if his colleague [Mr. 


Goan] withdraws his motion to reconsider, the || 


motion to lay on the table falls, as a matter of 
course. Then, the resolutions being already refer- 
red, the gentleman will have only to move that 
they be made the special order. 

Mr. JOFLNSON, of Arkansas, rose and with- 
drew the motion to lay on the table. 

The question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
Goaain to reconsider the vote by which the reso- 
lutions were referred— 

Mr. GOGGIN withdrew that motion. 

Mr. BOTTS then asked and obtained the gen- 
eral consent to submit a motion making the resolu- 


tions relative to the transportation of the southern || 


mail the special order of the day for to-morrow. 
The motion having been agreed to, the said reso- | 


for to-morrow. 
ADDITIONAL CLERKS. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, offered the follow- || 


ing resolution ; 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency and propriety of 
authorizing the Secretary of War to einptoy such additional 
number of clerks in the Pension Office, temporarily, as the 
exigencies of that office and the rights of applicants tor 
bounty lands, treasury serip, and pensions demand. And 
that the committee be requested to report by bill or other- 
wise at the earliest practicable day. 

Mr. COCKE desired to offer an amendment to 
the resolution, so as to give to the Commissioner 
of Pensions, instead of the Secretary of War, the 
power to employ the clerks which might be neces- 
sary. Unless his colleague should see fit to adopt 
such a modification, he would move itas an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, believed it was con- 
trary to the practice of the Government to autho- 
rize the head of a bureau to appoint the clerks. 
The Secretary of War was the head of that depart- 


| ment; the Pension Office was a bureau of that 


department, and consequently, he thought, should 
be under the direction and control of the Secretary 
of War. 
and, to stop further debate, he demanded the pre- 
vious question on the adoption of the resolution. 
The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded, and the question was put on agreeing to Mr. 
Cocke’s amendment, viz: strike out the words 
** Secretary of War,” and insert ‘* Commissioner 


| of Pensions.”’ 


of Executive business, and, after a short time spent | 


therein, the doors were opened, and 
The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 3, 1848. 
The Journal of Thursday was read, and, having 


been amended at the instance of Mr. Gogein soas | 
to state the reference to the appropriate committee | 


of a yetition presented by him, was approved. 
THE SOUTHERN MAIL. 


The SPEAKER announced the pending ques- | 


tion to be upon the motion of the gentleman from 
Arkansas [Mr. Jounson] to lay on the table the 
motion of Mr. Gogern to reconsider the vote by 


which the resolution relative to the transportation | 


of the mail between this city and Richmond was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, inquired if it would | 


not be in order this morning to move to suspend 
the rules to enable him to offer a resolution. 
The SPEAKER replied that it would be, after 


the pending motion to lay on the table was dispos-_ 


ed of. 


The amendment was disagreed to. 
The question was then put on agreeing to Mr. 


| Jones’s resolution, and it was agreed to: 


CONTESTED ELECTION FROM NEW YORK. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, from the Com- | 


mittee of Elections, reported the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and adopted: 


Resolved, That the parties to the contested election from | 


the sixth Congressional district of the State of New York 
be, and they hereby are, authorized to take testimony of 
such witnesses as either of them may require, by deposi- 
tions, in conformity to the laws of the State of New York 


| in force at the time of taking such testimony on the subject 


| of contested elections in that State: Provided, That the | 


parties may, by agreement under their hands, regulate the 
mode of giving notice, and other matters of form, at their 
discretion ; but if no such agreement shall be made, then 
each party shall give to the other such notice of the time 
and place of taking such depositions as are prescribed in the 
aforesaid laws of New York: Provided, also, That when 
such depositions are taken, they shall, together with the 
agreements or notices aforesaid, be sealed up by the officer 
taking the same, and directed to the Speaker of this House. 


Mr. VINTON moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. : 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, inquired whether 
this was not the only day upon which resolutions 
could be offered under the rules. 
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Mr. BOTTS said he did not know whether the 1 Mr. COLLAMER ealled for the orders of the 


| day. 


| 


RESOLUTIONS. 
The SPEAKER then commenced the call of 


the States for resolutions, beginning with Maine; 
and, 

On motion of Mr. HAMMONS, 

Resolved, ‘That the petition of Daniel H. Warren for a 
pension and for arrearages of pension, with the aceampany- 
ing papers, be taken from the files of the Clerk, and reierred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


} Or motion of Mr. ASHMUN, 


| Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office and 
| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| repealing all laws which make it criminal for citizens to 
| transport letters and newspapers by individual or private 
means. 


THE MEXICAN WAR. 


Mr. HUDSON moved the following resolu- 


tion: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Military Affiirs be di- 
|| rected to 4 Sw into the expediency of requesting the Presi- 
j| dent of the United States to withdraw to the east bank of 
|; the Rio Grande our armies now in Mexico, and to pro- 
|| pose to the Mexican Government forthwith a treaty of peace 
|) on the following basis, namely: ‘That we relinquish all claim 
j| to indemnity for the expenses of the war, and Ut the 
|}} boundary between the United States and Mexico shall he 
|| established at or near the desert between the Nucees ond 
the Rio Grande; that Mexico shall be held to pay all just 
claims due to our citizens at the commencementot the war, 


i} 


He could not accept the amendment, | 


i tleman from Massachusetts that the 





The SPEAKER stated that, under the rules of 


the House, each alternate Monday was set apart 
for calling the States and Territories for resolu- 
tions. 
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and thata convention shall be entered into by the two na 
tions te provide for the liquidation of those claims and the 
mode of payment. 

Mr. HUDSON called for the previous question 
on the resolution. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to 
lay the resolution on the table, 

Mr. BURT begged leave to suggest to the gen- 
resolution 
could not appropriately go to the Commitiee on 


| Military Affairs, but could be more appropriately 


sent to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

The SPEAKER intimated that debate was not 
in order. 

Mr. BURT replied that he merely desired to 


| make the suggestion to the gentleman from Mas- 
| sachusetts. 


The SPEAKER again announced the first ques- 
tion to be on laying on the table. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL asked if all debate 
was precluded by the present posture of affairs. 

The SPEAKER said it was entirely. 

Mr. THOMPSON then withdrew the motion to 
lay on the table, as he found that the resolution 
simply proposed an inquiry as to the ** expedien- 
cy” of doing something. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question anh to be now put. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, rose to a question of 
order. He suggested to the Chair that it waa not 
in order to move to lay on the table a resolution 


| or bill after the House had directed the main ques- 


tion to be now put. The main question to be put 
was on the adoption of the resolution, and the 
House had directed that the vote on the main 
question should now be taken; therefore the mo- 
tion to lay on the table was not in order. 

The SPEAKER remarked, that if this was an 
original question, the Chair would have no diffi- 
culty in sustaining the position of the gentleman 
from Georgia; but the precedents were against 
him, the House having heretofore permitted a mo- 
tion to lay on the table to be acted upon after the 
main question had been ordered. Repeated prece- 
dents might be quoted in cases which arose on 
decisions of the three last Speakers, where appeals 
were taken to the House from decisions of the 
Chair, and reversed by votes of the House. The 
Chair, therefore, according to precedent, but with 
a perfect willingness to have his decision set aside, 
decided the motion to be in order. 

Mr. H. COBB said, the Chair was undoubtedly 
right as regarded the precedents; but believing the 

recedents to be wrong, to try the sense of the 


ouse upon it, he now appealed from the decision 
of the Chair, and asked for the yeas and nays 
thereon. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER restated the question and the 
grounds of his decision, 

The question was then put, Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the House? 
and it was decided in the affirmative by yeas and 
nays—~yeas 9], nays 85. 
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So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL asked leave to offer a 
resolution to settle the point for the future. He 
believed the Chair to be right and the precedents 
to be wron;r, and hence he desired to provide by 
resolution for such cases hereafter. 

Objections were made, and the resolution was 
not received, 

The question was then put on laying the resolu- 
tion on the table, and was decided in the negative 
by yeas and nays, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Green Adame, Barringer, Barrow, Boy- 
don, Burt, Cadell, Chase, Clingman, Willtamson R, W. 
Cobb, Cocke, Crozier, Donnell, Duer, Daniel Duncan, 
Garnett Duncan, Duon, Eckert, Edwards, Embree, Alex- 
ander E.vans, Farrelly, Fulton, Gayle, Gentry, Goggin, James 
G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Haskell, Hill, Hilliard, LB. 
Holmes, John W. Houston, Inge, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jen- 
kins, John W. Jones, Thomas B. King, Lincoln, MeCter- 
nand, Morehead, Mullin, Peyton, Preston, Putnam, Rey- 
nolds, John A. Rockwell, Shepperd, Sherrill, Stephens, 
Thibodeaux, Tompkins, Joha B. Tuompson, Toombs, and 
Van Dyke—H. 

Na¥S —Vessrs. John Quincey Adams, Ashmun, Bayly, 
teale, Bedinger, Bingham, Birdsall, Black, Blanchard, 
Bots, Bowdon, Brodhead, Brady, William G. Brown, 
Chartes Brown, Butler, Canby, Catheart, Beverly L. Clark, 
Howell Cobb, Cotlamer, Collins, Conger, Cranston, Crow- 
ell, Commins, Daniel, Diekey, Uickinson, Dixon, Nathan 
Evans, Faran, Featherston, Ficklin, Fisher, Fries, French, 
Giid lings, Green, Grinnell, Hale, Willard P. Hall, Nathan 
K. Hall, Hammons, Harmanson, Harris, Henley, Henry, 
George S. Houston, Hubbard, Chartes J. Ingersoll, Irvin, 
Jamieson, Andrew John-on, James UH. Johnson, Robert W. 
Johneon, George W. Jones, Kaufinan, Kellogg, Kennen, 
Daniel P. King, Lahm, Lasé@re, Sidney Lawrence, Lefiler, 
Lagon, Lord, Lumpkin, MeClelland, MeDowell, Mefivainc, 
Meltane, Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Meade, viiller, Morris, 
Morse, . urpiy, Nes, Peasiee, Peck, Petrie, Phelps, Pills 
bury, Rhett. Riehardson, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, Julius 
Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, Sawyer, Schenck, Simpson, Sims, 
Slingerland, Caleb B. Santh, Robert Smith, Traman Smith, 
Stanton, Starkweather, Andrew Stewart, Charlies BE. Stuart, 
Stroh, Strong, Sylvester, ‘Taylor, Thomas, James Thomp- 
son, Jacob ‘Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Williain 
Thompson, ‘Thurston, Tuck, Turner, Venable, Vinton, 
Warren, Wick, sVillinas, Wilson, and Woodward —125. 


So the House decided that the resolution should 
not be laid on the table. 

And the question recurring on its adoption— 

Mr. BRODHEAD demanded the yeas and 
navs: which were ordered. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved a reconsideration of the 


vote by which the main question was ordered to 
be now put. 


Mr. McLANE inquired if the gentleman from 
Ohio voted, 


Mr. SCHENCK replied that he was within the 


bar, but did not vote, no division having been 
taken on the question. 

Mr. McLANE raised the question, then, of the 
right of the gentleman to move a reconsideration. 

The SPEAKER said, the rule of the House 
had been, when no formal division was made, 
that any gentleman was allowed to move to re- 
consider. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama. Does the Chair 
decide that the vote by which the previous ques- 
tion is seconded can be reconsidered ? 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon recon- 
sidering the vote by which the House has ordered 
the main question to be now put, 

The motion to reconsider was put, and decided 
in the negative, by yeas and nays: Yeas 90, nays 
92, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy*Adams, 
Rotts, Boydon, Brady, Butler, Cabell, Clingman, Cocke, 
Coilamer, Conger, Cranston, Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dix- 
on, Donnell, Duer, Daniel Dunean, Garnett Duncan, Eck- 
ert. Edwards, Embree, Atexander Evans, Nathan Evans, 
Farrelly Fisher, Fulton, Gayle, Geutry, Giddings, Goggin, 
Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hail, James G. Hampton, Mo- 
ses Hampton, Haskell, Henry, Hilliard, John W. Houston, 
Hubbard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, John W. 
Jones, Kellogg, Thomas Butler King, Daniel P. King, Lin- 
colin, Melivaine, Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, Mullin, Nes, 
Pendleton, Preston, Putnam, Reynolds, Julius Rockwell, 
John A. Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, St. John, Schenck, 
Shepperd, Sherrill, Stingeriand Caleb B. Sinith, Truman 
Smith, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, Strohm, Sylvester, 
Thibodeaux, Taylor, ‘Tompkins, Richard W. Thompson, 
‘Toombs, Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, and Wilson—90. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Bingham, Bird- 
sall, Biack, Bowdon, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Rurt, Catheart. Chase, Beverly L. Clark, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Collins, Cummins, Daniel, 
Dickinson, Dunn, Faran, Featherston, Ficklin, Fries, 
French, Green, Williard P. Hall, Hammons, Harmanson, 


Harris, Henley, Hill, Isaac E. Holmes, George 8. Houston, ; 


Inge, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jamieson, Jenkins, Andrew 
Johnson, James H. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George 
W. Jones, Kanutinan, Kennon, Lahm, La Sére, Sidney 
Lawrence, Leffler, Ligon, Luunpkin, MeClelland, McC! or- 
nand, McDowell, MeLane, Mann, Meade, Miller, Morris, 
Morse, Murphy, Peastee, Peck, Petrie, Peyton, Phelps, 


rreen | 
Adams, Ashmun, Barringer, Barrow, Belcher, Blanchard, | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


} . 
| Sawyer, Simpson, Sims, Smart, Robert Smith, Stanton, } 


Starkweather, Charles E. Stuart, Strong, ‘Thonras, James 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, Wil- 
liam Thompson, Thurston, ‘Turner, Venable, Wick, Wil- 
hams, and Woodward—92. 


So the House refused to reconsider the vote on 
ordering the main question to be now put. 


The — again recurred on the adoption of | 
the resolution; which was decided in the negative, 
by yeas and nays, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quiney Adams, Ashmun, 
Belcher, Blanchard, Botts, Boydou, Brady, Buckner, Col- 
lamer, Conger, Cranston, Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, Nathan | 
Evans, Fisher, Giddings, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, | 
Henry, Hubbard, Hudson, Kellogg, Daniel P. King, Mcit | 
vaine, Marsh, Marvin, Julius Rockwell, Root, Rumsey 
Schenck, Caleb B. Smith, Traman Smith, Stroh, Richard 
W. Tiowpson, Tuck, Vinton, Warren, and Wilxon—41. | 

NAYS—Meases. Green Adains, Barringer, Barrow, Bayly, | 
Beale, Bedinger, Bingham, Birdsall, Black, Bowdon, Brod- | 
bead, Wilhain G. Brown, Charles Brown, Burt, Butler, Cab- 
ell, Catheart, Chase, Beverly L. Clark, Clingman, Howell | 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Coilins, Crozier, | 
Cummins, Daniel, Dickinson, Donnell, Dacr, Garnett Dun- | 
can, Dunn, Edwards, Hinbree, Alexander Evans, Faran, Far- 
relly, Featherston, Ficklin, Fries, French, Fulton, Gentry, 
Goggin, Green, Willard P. Hall, Hammons, James G. Hamp 
tou, Moses Hampton, Harimanson, Harris, Haskell, Henley, | 
Hill, Hilliard, Ixaae E. Holmes, George 8. Houston, John | 
W. Houston, Luge, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, | 
Irvin, Jamieson, Jenkins, Andrew Johuson, James H. Johu- 
son, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, John W. Jones, 
Kaufman, Kennon, Thomas Butler King, Lahm, La Sére, 
Lawrence, Leffler, Ligon, Lincoln, Liumpk:n, MeCiellund, 
MeClernand, McDowell, MeLane, Mann, Meade, Miller, 
Morris, Morse, Mullin, Murphy, Nes, Peaslee, Peyton, 
Phelps, Pillsbury, Preston, Putnam, Rhett, Reynolds, Rich- 
ardscn, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, Join. A. Rockwell, St. 
John, Sawyer, Shepperd, Sherrill, Simpson, Sims, Smart, 
Robert Sinith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stephens, Andrew 
Stewart, Charles E. Stuart, Strong, Syivester, Thibodeaux, 
Taylor, ‘Thomas, Tompkins, James Thompson, Jacob 
‘Thompson, John B. Thompson, Willian Thompson, Thurs- 
ton, Tooinhs, ‘Turner, Van Dyke, Venable, Wick, Williams, 
and Woodward—137. 


So the resolution was disagreed to. 


Mr. BRODHEAD said he deemed it very im-’}| 


portant that the President’s Message should be 
taken up and referred to the various standing com- | 


state of the Union. Disagreed to. 
On motion of Mr. GRINNELL, 


Reso'ved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- | 
ed to inquire into the expediency of amending the act pass- 
ed at the last session entited “ An act to regulate the car- 
riage of passengers in merchant ves-els.”? 0 that the area | 
for each passenger shall be the same in all cases, and report 
by billor otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, 


Res slved, That the Commissioner of Pensions be request- 
ed to transit to the Committee of Claims the petition and 
accompanying documents of Lavinia Gairdner, of Massachu- | 





setts, widow of David Gardner, one of the crew of the “ Bon 
Homme Richard,” commanded by Join Paul Jones. 

Mr. GRINNELL gave notice that on to-mor- 
row, or some subsequent day, he would ask leave | 
to introduce a bill to authorize the Secretary of the | 
Treasury to licenseyachts, and for other purposes. 


On motion of Mr. THURSTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of building a breakwater 
on Block Island, inthe State of Rhode Island, and that they 
report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. MURPHY, 

Resolved, ‘Tivat the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
the expediency of reporting an appropriation for the remov- 
al of the rocks in the harbor of New York, in the East River, 
atits junction with the river Hudson, obstructing the navi- 
gation to the naval station in that harbor. 

Mr. JENKINS gave notice that on to-morrow, | 
or some subsequent day, he would ask leave to in- 
troduce a bill to regulate the compensation of post- 
masters, to exempt certain newspapers from post- 
age, and to reduce the postage on transient news- 
papers. 


On motion of Mr. DUER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire ime > > expediency of allowing a drawback of 
the duty paid on Canadian wheat, upon its exportation after 
having been manufactured into flour in this country. 

Mr. DUER gave notice that on to-morrow, or 
a subsequent day; he would ask leave to introduce 
a bill to alter the terms of the circuit and district 
courts for the northern district of New York, and 
for other purposes. 


Mr. N. K. HALL moved the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, and referred to the Com- ! 
mittee on Printing : 

Resolved, That there be printed, for the use of this House, 
five thousand copies of the report of Col. J. J. Abert, of the 
Corps of Topographical Engineers, which was communi- 
‘ated to the Senate on the 13th ultimo by the Secretary of 
War, in answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 17th 


Pillsbury, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, |) of January last. 


Jan. 3, 


Mr. N. K. HALL gave notice that on to-nor- 
row, or on some subsequent day, he would as 
leave to introduce a bill or bills making appropria. 


tions for the repairs and improvement of the har. 
bor at Buffalo, New York. 


Mr. MULLIN moved the following resolution, 


which was read, and laid over under the rule : 
Resolved, That the Seerctary of the ‘Treasury be request. 
ed to communicate to this House the amount of reveyye 
collected in the several collection districts on the nortiery 
frontier of the United States during the year ending the 14 
day of December, 1847; together with the names of al} per- 
sons employed in each district, and the offices they respect. 
ively hold, and the amount paid to each between the jx 
day of September, 1846, and the Ist day of December, 1x47. 
and whether the number of persons employed in the said 
districts has been increased or diminished during the period 
last aforesaid, and the reasons for such increase or decrease. 


On motion of Mr. NEWELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct. 
ed to inquire whether any plan can be devised whereby the 
dangerous navigation along the coast of New Jersey, he. 
tween Sandy Hook and Little Egg Harbor, may be furnisjed 
with additional safeguards to life and property; and that 
they report to this House by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylva. 
nia, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions he jy). 
structed to inquire into the expediency of placing the names 
of Alexander McClean, Peter Myers, and Joseph Taylor, 
soldiers of the late war, on the invalid pension list. 
On motion of Mr. MANN, 


Re-o!ved, That the petition and papers relating to the claim 


| of the heirs of Colonel Archibald Laughery, who was killed 
| by the Indians in 1781, while inthe service of the United 


States, praying for the military bounty lands to which tivir 


| ancestor was entitled, be taken from the files of the Louse 


and reterred tu the Cominittee on Public Lands. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved the following 


| resolution; which was read, and laid over under the 
| rule: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to inforin this 


| House whether any official notice bas been tiken by this 


Government or its Minister in England, by correspondence 
or otherwise, of the threatening and offensive terms in which 


|| the British Secretary for Foreign Affairs is eredi ly reporied 


to have spoken in his place in the Commons House of lar- 


; . || Jiament, lately, of what he treated as the want of public faith 
mittees; and he therefore moved that the House || j : 


resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the || 


in the United States punishable by Great Britain. 


| Mr. DICKEY moved the following preamble 
/and resolution; which were read and laid over un- 
der the rule: 

Whereas, in the prosecution of the war with Mexico, a 
state of things now exists which threatens the very existence 
of her nationality, and may be made to react upon the insti- 
tutions of our own beloved country, creating a domestic 

| conflict about the disposition of the territory that may be ac- 
quired cither by conquest or purchase that may rend asun- 
der this glorious Union: 

And whereas war is at all times a great evil, always to be 
avoided when it can be done with honor, and always to be 
terminated Whenever it can be done with justice to the bel- 
ligerents: 

And whereas, in the prosecution of the war with Mexico, 
the United States has sacrificed the lives of thousands of her 
citizens, either by di-ease or on the field of battle, has ex- 
pended ail her revenues, and contracted a debt of many mil- 
lions of doilars : 

Aud whereas, if further prosecuted with a view of obtain- 
ing “indemnity for the past and security for the future,” it 

| will cost us millions upon miliions of money, thousands 
upon thousands of valuable lives, and requiring increased 
taxation to sustain the credit of the Government, and all 

| that we shall get in return for this sacrifice of life, and ex- 
penditure of money, and taxation of the people, will be the 

jurisdiction, either civil or military, of the territories con- 

| quered, and the revenues and public property belonging to 
the Government of Mexico: 


| 
| 


| And whereas, as by the law of nations we cannot appro- 
priate the property of private citizens of Mexico by way of 
| indemnity, and may realize nothing from territory which we 
| Inay acquire from Mexico, the sooner the war is brought to 
| an honorable termination the better it will be for the people 
| of the United States, who have to bear all its burdens: 
Aud whereas the people of the United States, from the 
| nature of their pursuits, must desire a state of peace rather 
| than military strife and violence ; the agricu!turist, the man- 
| ufacturer, the mechanic, the laborer, the merchant, the man 
| of science, of literature, of law, of medicine, and the teacher 
| of the divine precepts of our holy religion, all of whose oc- 
| cupations are peaceful, must desire that the war with Mex- 
ico be terminated at the earliest period that itcan be accom- 
| plished with honor and with justice: Therefore, 
| Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
| United Stutes of America in Congress assembled, Tiiat 4 
committee of five members of the Senate and five members 
of the House of Representatives be appointed, whose duty it 
shall be to invite a conference with the President of the 
United States, to advise and consult upon the best mode of 
terminating the existing war with Mexico in a manner hon- 
orable and just to both belligerents ; and that the committee 
report to each House, respectively, the result of the contest 
ence, either in open or secret session, as may be by thei 
deemed advisable. 
' 


On motion of Mr. BRODHEAD, 
Resolved, That the petition of Benjamin White, of Penn- 
| sylvania, be taken from the files of thiz House, and referred 
| to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved the following 
resolution; which was read, and Jaid over under 
the rule: 


| 
| 
i 
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Resolved, That from and after the passing of this resolu- 
tion, it shall not be in order toentertaina motion to lay upon 
the table after a second to the previous question, notwith- 
standing any practice or precedents to the contrary. 


On motion of Mr. BLANCHARD, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of locating a national |! 


foundry in the town of Hollidaysburg, Blair county, Penn- 
sylvania. p 
On motion of Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of relieving vessels exelu- 


sively engaged in the coasting trade from the necessity of 


taking out an annual license, and from other exactions now 
required by Jaw. 


Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania, moved the 
following preamble and joint resolution ; which 
were read, and laid over under the rule: 


Whereas, in pursuance of the existing war with Mexico, 
a large portion of the territory of that Republic has been 
reduced into our possession by the army and navy of the Uni- 
ted States, and for this and other causes it las become 
difficult if not impracticable to restore a permanent and hon- 
orable peace by any treaty that could be ratified by any consti- 
tutional authority in Mexico which would be recognized and 
observed by the people and States of that Republic, and 


sanctioned by the President and two-thirds of the Senate of 


these United States; and, as a protracted war will necessa- 
rily be attended with a vast expenditure of blood aud treas- 
ureon the part of the United States, and probably result in 
the complete conquest and permanent subjugation of the 
whole of Mexico; and as the said territory is now free, and 
must remain so until its character be changed by local laws 
enacted by the citizens thereof: 

Aud whereas it is believed that the people of that country 
are anxious to secure for themselves and their posterity 
that degree of tranquillity, liberty, and protection, which 
we enjoy, and that the prosperity of the people of both 
countries, and the cause of humanity, peace, and civiliza- 
tion, would be promoted by their voluntary union under one 
confederacy, and the consequent vast enlargement of our 
home market, and free interchange of their staples and 
specie for our products and manuiactures : 

Be it therefore resolved hy the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United Stites of America in Congress assem- 
Med, That any of the States or Territories within the limits 


of the Kepublic of Mexico, now occupied by the armies of 


the United States, or under the military government thereof, 
ay be admitted, from time to time, as States or Territories 
of the American Union, upon the free and voluntary appli- 
cation of a majority of the people of such State or ‘Terri- 
tory for that purpose, and the presentation by them to Con- 
gress of a republican constituiion or form of government, 
in conformity with the provisions of the Constitution of the 
United States. 


THANKS TO GEN. TAYLOR—THE WAR. 
Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware—previous no- 


tice having been given—introduced the following 


joiat resolution of thanks to Major General Tay- 
lor : 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
thanks of Congress are due, and they are hereby tendered, 
to Major General Zachary Taylor, and through him to the 
officers and soldiers of the regular army and of the volun- 
tecrs under his command, for their indomitable valor, skill, 
and good conduct, conspicuously displayed on the 22d and 
231 days of February last, in the battle of Buena Vista, in 
defeating a numerous Mexican army, consisting of four 
times their number, and composed of chosen troops, under 
their favorite commander, General Santa Anna, and there- 
by obtaining a victory over the enemy, which, for its signal 
and brilliant character, is unsurpassed in the military annals 
of the world. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause to be struck a gold medal, with devices 
emblematical of this splendid achievement, and presented 
to Major General Taylor, as a testimony of the high sense 
entertained by Congress of his judicious and distinguished 
conduct on that memorable occasion. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


quested to cause the foregoing resolutions to be communi- | 


cated to Major General Taylor in such manner as he may 
deem best calculated to effect the objects thereof. 


he desired 


The question then being on committing to the 
Committee on Military Affairs— 

Mr. GAYLE demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. JAMIESON withdrew the motion to com- 
mit. 

Mr. SCHENCK renewed it. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, said, he appre- 
hended there would be no objection to the adop- 
tion of the resolution. No gentleman in this 
House would vote against a resolution of thanks to 
General Taylor and the officers of his command. 

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman from 
Delaware that debate was not in order. 

Mr. EVANS again intimated his desire to offer 
the following amendment: 

Resolved, That the capitulation of Monterey meets with 
the entire sanction and approbation of this Congress; and 
that the terms of that capitulation were as creditable to the 
humanity and skill of the gallant Taylor as the achievement 
of the victory of Monterey was glorious to our arms. 

Some conversation ensued between the SPEAK- 
ER, Mr. SCHENCK, Mr. EVANS, and others. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, to obviate all 
difficulties, moved the previous question on the 
original resolution 

The previous question was not seconded, 

The SPEAKER again announced the question 
to be on the motion to refer to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. HENLEY moved to amend, by adding an 
instruction to the committee to add the words 
‘“*engaged as they were in defending the rights and 
honor of the nation.”” On this he asked for the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding the words ‘in a war unneces- 
sarily and unconstitutionally begun by the Presi- 
dent of the United States.’’ 

Mr. McLANE said, before he recorded his vote, 





The SPEAKER interposed, and informed the 
gentleman from Maryland that debate was not in 
order; if it became the subject of debate, it would 
go over until to-morrow. 

Mr. McLANE said he had an amendment to 
offer. 

The SPEAKER said no amendment was in 
order at present. 

After some further conversation, the yeas and 
nays were ordered on Mr, Asumun’s amendment 
to the amendment; and, being taken, they, resulted 
as follows : 

YEAS—Mesesrs. John Q. Adams, Ashmun, Barringer, 
Barrow, Belcher, Botts, Brady, Buckner, Canby, Clingman, 
Cocke, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, Crowell, Crozier, 
Dickey, Dixon, Donnell, Duer, Diniel Duncan, Garnett 
Danean, Dunn, Eckert, Edwards, Alexander Evans, Nathan 
Evans, Fisher, Fulton, Gayle, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, 


| Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, James G. Hampton, Has- 


kell, Henry, Johu W. Hou-ton, Hubbard, Hudson, Irvin, 
Kellogg, Thomas Butler King, Daniel P. King, Lincoln, 


| Mctivaine, Mar-h, Marvin, Mullin, Nes, Newall, Pre-ton, 


Putnain, Reynolds, Julins Rockwell, Johu A. Rockwell, 
Root, Rumsey, St. John, Schenck, Shepperd, Sherrill, Slin- 


| gerland, Caleb B. Smith, Traman Smith, Stephen:, Andrew 


Stewart, Strohm, Sylvester, Thibodeaux, Taylor, Tomp- 


| kins, Richard W. Thompson, John B. Thomp-on, Toombs, 
| ‘Tuck, Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, and Wilson—85. 


NAYS—Messrs. Beale, Bedinger, Bird-ail, Black, Bow- 
dongRrodhead, Willian G. Brown, Charles Brown, Cath- 
eart, Chase, Beverly L. Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson 
R. W. Cobb, Cummins, Daniel, Dickinson, Paran, Feather- 


| ston, Ficklin, Fries, French, Green, Willard P. Hall, Moses 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, desired to offer an | 
amendment, which he sent up to the €lerk’s table, | 


and moved the previous question on the adoption 
of the amendment and resolutions, 

The SPEAKER stated that the resolutions were 
not now open to amendment. 

Mr. CUMMINS inquired if they could now be 
connenree as a matter of course if objections were 
made, 


The SPEAKER replied, that the resolutions 


having been received, they would now be read a | 
fier the first reading, if |, 


first time by their title. 


objections were made, they would lie over for a 
second reading until to-morrow. 


The resolutions having been read a first, and, no | 


objection being made, a second time— 


Mr. JAMIESON moved their commitment to | 


the Committee un Military Affairs. 


Mr. EVANS now pregaeed to offer his amend- | 


ment, and renewed the demand for the previous 
question thereon. 


The SPEAKER replied, that their commitment 
being called for, that question was first in order. 
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Hampton, Harmanson, Harris, Henley, Hill, George 8. 
Houston, Inge, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jamieson, Jenkins, An- 
drew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, Kauf- 
man, Kennon, Lahm, La Sére, Siduey Lawrence, Leffler, 
Lord, Lumpkin, McClelland, McClernand, Mc Dowell, Me- 
Lane, Manu, Meade, Miller, Morris. Morse, Murphy, Peas- 
lee, Peck, Phelps, Pillsbury, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, 
Robinson, Rockhill, Sawyer, Sims, Smart, Robert Smith, 
Stanton, Starkweather, Charles E. Stuart, Strong, Thomas, 
Janes Thompson, Jacob Thompson, William Thompson, 
‘rhurston, Turner, Venabie, Wick, and Williams—81. 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, inquired if it 
would be in order to move to lay the amendment 


| as amended on the table. 


} 


The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. COBB asked for the reading of the amend- 
ment as amended. 

Mr. HALE asked for the reading of the resolu- 
tion as well as the instructions, as amended. 

bas instructions as amended having first been 
read— 

Mr. COEB rose and said : The amendment of- 
fered by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Hewn- 
LEY,] as amended by the gentleman trom Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr. Asuaun,] presented such a remark- 
able issue that he must propose to discuss it, 

The subject accordingly ra over until to-mor- 
row, under the rule. 


| 


ee 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Previous notice having been given, leave was 


| granted, and bills introduced, as follows : 


By Mr. PEASLEE: A bill for the settlement 
of the claims of New Hampshire against the Uni- 
ted States; which was twice read, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill to change the place of holding courts 
in New Hampshire; which was twice read, and re- 
ferred to the Tataniins on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut : A bill 


to revise the consular system of the United States; 


' which was read a first and second time, and refer- 


red to the Committee on Foreign Aflairs. 
And on motion, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, January 4, 1548. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of 
Jones and Boker and others, praying the repay- 
ment of certain treasury notes purloined frem the 
post office where they had been deposited for 
transmission by mail; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. HALE presented the petition of Henrick 


| Aiker, praying an extension of his patent for an 
| improvement in the saw set; which was referred to 
the Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 


Mr. BELL presented the petition of Betsey 
Melntosh, a Cherokee, praying payment of the 
money awarded her by the Board of Cherokee 
Commissioners, under the 17th article of the treaty 


| of 1835; which was referred to the Committee on 


Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of the 
Kennet Monthly Meeting of the religious Society 
of Friends, in Chester County, Pennsy!vania, pray- 


ing the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 


lumbia, and the slave-trade between the States; 
also the rejection of any proposition for the aequi- 


| sition of territory, unless provision be made for 


the expulsion of slavery therefrom, 
The motion to receive the memorial being ob- 


jected to— 


! 


Ordered, That it lie on the table. 
Mr. CAMERON presented the proceedings of 


| atown meeting in Philadelphia, held on the }&th 


| 


} 


| 
| 


| 
| 
} 
} 
| 
| 
} 


| 


December, 1847, approving the measures pursued 
by the Administration in the prosecution of the 
war with Mexico. 

In presenting these proceedings, Mr. CAME- 
RON remarked, that he agreed with those com- 


posing the meeting in every particular, and that 


1e should deem it his duty, as a Senator, to act in 
accordance with their wishes. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution, 


which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War communicate to 
the Senate such military reports as have been received by 
him from the commander of our army in Mexico since the 
transmission of his annual report, and that the sane be 
printed with his annual report. 


Mr. BUTLER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs inquire 
into the expediency of giving the President authority to 


promote from the regular army such officers as he may 
think proper to select to any new grade of command, to 


| continue daring the war with Mexico, with a provision that 
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such officer or officers shall not lose at the termination of 
the war their original commissions, or any of the rights 
incident thereto. 


OREGON. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. BREESE asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill to create the office 
of Surveyor General of public lands in the Terri- 
tory of Oregon, and to grant donation rights to set 
tlers therein, and for other purposes; which was 
read the first and second times by unanimous con- 
sent, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, gave notice of 
his intention to ask leave, at some future day, to 


introduce a bill. 
Mr. BADGER, from the Committee on Mili- 


| tary Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial 


h} 


of Charles L. Dell, reported a bill for his relief; 
which was read, and passed to the second reading. 


The engrossed bill for the relief of Joseph Wil- 
son was read a third time. 





96 


Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the tide 
thereof be as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concur- 
rence of the House of Representatives therein. 


The joint resolution to create a board to ascer- 
tain and determine the amount of each of the claims 
of the citizens of the United States against Mexico 
was read a second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 


The bill providing for the payment of the claim 
of Walter R. Johnson against the United States 
was read the second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole; and no amendment being 
made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed, and read a third 
time, 

The said bill was read a third time by unani- 
mous consent, 

Resolved, ‘That this bill pass, and that the title 
thereof be as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concur- 
rence of the House of Representatives therein. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | 


W hole, the consideration of the bill for the relief of 
the administratrix of Elisha L. Keen, deceased. 


No amendment being made, the bill was reported | 


to the Senate. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed and read a third 
time. 

The said bill was read a third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title 
thereof be as aforesaid. 


Ordered, That the Secretary request the concur- 


rence of the House of Representatives in this bill, 


The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com- | 


mittee of the Whole, the bill concerning certain 
collection districts, and for other purposes; and 


no amendment being made, it was reported to the | 


Senate. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed, and read a third 
time. 

The said bill was read a third time. 


Resolved, That the bill pass, and that the title 


thereof be as aforesaid. 


Ordered, That the Secretary request the concur- 


rence of the House of Representatives therein. 
The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com- 


mittee of the Whole, the resolution in favor cf | 


David Shaw and Solomon T. Corser; and no 


amendment being made, it was reported to the | 


Senate. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed, and read a third 
time. 

The said resolution was read a third time. 

Resolved, That this resolution pass, and that the 
title thereof be as aforesaid. 


Ordered, That the Secretary request the con- 
currence of the House of Representatives in this | 


resolution. 


The bill for the relief of Thomas Rhodes was | 
read the second time, and considered as in Com- | 
mittee of the Whole; and no amendment being | 


made, it was reported to the Senate. 
Mr. SEVIER called for the reading of the re- 
port, and it was read by the Secretary. 


Ordered, That the bill be engrossed, and read a | 


third time. 


CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 


On motion by Mr. SEVIER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the special order of 
the day, being the following resolutions, submitted 
by Mr. Carnoun, on the 15th December: 

Resolvel, That to conquer Mexico and to hold it, either 
AS 2 province or to incorporate it into the Union, would be 
inconsistent with the avowed object for which the war has 
been prosecuted; a departure trom the settled policy of the 
Government; in conflict with its character and genius; and 
in the end subversive of our free and popular institutions. 

Revolvel, Tint no line of poticy in the further prosecu- 
tion of the war should be adopted which may lead to conse- 
quences so disastrous. 

Mr. CALHOUN said: In offering, Senators, 
these resolutions for your consideration, I have 
been governed by the reasons which induced me to 
oppose the war, and by the same considerations | 
have been ever since guided. In alluding to my 
opposition to the war, I do not intend to notice the 
reasons which governed me on that occasion, fur- 


ther than is necessary to explain my motives upon | 
the present. I opposed the war then, not only be- | 


eause [ considered it unnecessary, and that it 
might have been easily avoided; not only because 
I thought the President had no authority to order 
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a portion of the territory in dispute and in posses- 
sion of the Mexicans, to be occupied by our 


| troops; not only because I believed the allegations 
| upon which it was sanctioned by Congress, were | 
_ unfounded in truth; but from high considerations 
| of reason and policy, because [ believed it would | 
| lead to great and serious evils to the country, and | 


greatly endanger its free institutions. 
But after the war was declared, and had _ re- 
ceived the sanction of the Government, I acqui- 


| esced in what I could not prevent, and which it was 


impossible for me to arrest; and [ then felt it to be 


| my duty to limit my course so as to give that di- 


rection to the conduct of the war as would, as far 


as possible, prevent the evil and danger with which, 


in my opinion, it threatened the country and its 
insututions. For this purpose, at the last session, 
I suggested to the Senate a defensive line, and for 
that purpose I now offer these resolutions. This, 
and this only, is the motive which governs me. | 
am moved by no personal nor party considera- 
tions. My object is neither to sustain the Execu- 


tive, nor to strengthen the Opposition, but simply | 


to discharge an important duty to the country. 


But I shall express my opinion upon all points | 


with boldness and independence, such as become 
a Senator who has nothing to ask, either from the 
Government or from the people, and whose only 
aim is to diminish, to the smallest possible amount, 
the evils incident to this war. But when l come 


‘ . e » . o 1} 
to notice those points in which | differ from the | 


President, | shall do it with all the decorum which 
is due to the Chief Magistrate of the Union. 
When I suggested a defensive line, at the last 
session, this country had in its possession, through 
the means of its arms, ample territory, and stood 
in a condition to force indemnity. Before then, 
the successes of our arms had gained all the con- 
tiguous portions of Mexico, and our army has 


ever since held all that it is desirable to hold— | 
that portion whose population is sparse, and on | 
For | 
I hold it in reference to this war a fundamental 


that account the more desirable to be held. 


principle, that when we receive territorial indem- 
nity, 1 shall be unoccupied territory. 

In offering a defensive line, 1 did it because I 
believed that, in the first place, it was the only 
certain mode of terminating the war successfully ; 
I did it, also, because I believed that it would be 
a vast saving of the sacrifice of human life; but, 
above afl, | did so because I saw that any other 
line of policy would expose us to tremendous 
evil, which these resolutions were intended to 
guard against. 


the war—not for conquest: that was disavowed— 
but for the — of conquering peace; that is, 
to compel | 


cient cession of territory to indemnify this Gov- 


ernment both for the claims of its citizens and for | 


the expenses of the war. 


Sir, I opposed this 
policy. 


not be accomplished. Congress thought differ- 
ently. i 
were granted for carrying on the war. 
paign has terminated. 


The cam- 
it has been as successful 


as the Executive of the country could possibly 
have calculated. Victory after victory has foi- | 
lowed in succession, without a single reverse. | 
Santa Anna was repelled and defeated, with all his | 


forces, 
with it. 


Vera Cruz was carried, and the Castle 


of Mexico opened to us. 
been accomplished? What has been done? Has 
the avowed object of the war been attained? 
Have we conquered peace? 
treaty ? 


effected; and, what is worse, our difficulties are 


greater now than they were then, and the objects, | 
forsooth, more difficult to reach than they were | 


before the campaign commenced. 


Now Senators have asked what has caused this | 


complete discomfiture of the views of the Execu- 


tive for which men and money were granted? It | 


is not to be charged to our troops; they have done 
all that skill and gallantry was capable of effecting. 


lt must be charged somewhere, and where is it to | 


be charged, but upon the fact that the plan of the 
campaiga was erroneous; that the object pursued 


! The President took a different || 
view. He recommended a vigorous prosecution of | 


exico to sign a treaty making a sufli- | 


I opposed it, among other reasons, be- | 
cause I believed that if the war should be ever so |; 
successful, there was great hazard to us, at least, || 
that the object intended to be effected by it would | 


Ample provisions, in men and money, | 


Jalapa, Perote, and Puebla fell; and, | 
after two great triumphs of our army, the gates | 
Well, sir, what has |) 


Have we obtained a | 
Have we obtained any indemnity? No, | 
sir: not a single object contemplated has been | 


OBE 


| 


| was a mistake? We aimed at indemnity jy a 
wrong way. If we had aimed directly to it, we 
had the means to accomplish it directly; they 
were in our hands. But, sir, we aimed at indem. 
nity through a treaty. We could not reach it by 
a treaty with Mexico, and Mexico, by refusing to 
treat simply, could defeat the whole object which 
we had in view. We put out of our own power 
and in her hands to say, when the war should ten 
minate. 
We have for all our vast expenditure of mone 
| for all the loss of blood and men, we have nothins 
but the military glory which the campaign has 
furnished. 
We cannot, I presume, estimate the expenses of 
| the campaign at less than forty millions of dollars, 
I cannot compute the sum with any degree of pre. 
cision, but 1 believe I may say about that sum 
/ and between the sword and disease, many thou. 
sands of lives, probably five, six, or seven thou- 
sand have been sacrificed; and all this for nothing 
at all. 7 
But it is said that the occupancy of a defensive 
| line would have been as expensive as the campaign 
itself. The President has assigned many reasons 
| for that opinion, and the Secretary of War has 
done the same. I have examined these reasons 
with care. Thisis not the proper occasion to dis- 
cuss them; but [ must say, with all possible defer. 
ence, they are to my mind utterly fallacious, | 
will put the question ina general point of view, and 
| satisfy the minds of Senators that such is the case, 
The line proposed by myself, extending from 
the Pacific Ocean to the Paso del Norte, would 
|| have been covered by the Gulf of California, and 
| wilderness peopled by hostile tribes of Indians; 
and for its defence, nothing would have been 
_needed beyond a few vessels of war stationed in 
| the Gulf, and a single regiment. From the Paso 
del Norte to its mouth, we can readily estimate 
the amount of force necessary for its defence. It 
was a frontier between Texas and Mexico when 
Texas had not more than 150,000 of a population; 
without any standing army whatever, and very 
few troops. Yet for seven years Texas maintain- 
ed that frontier line; and that, too, when Mexico 
_ was far more consolidated than she is now, when 
her revolutions were not so frequent, her resources 
in money were much greater, and Texas her only 
| opponent. Can any man believe that Mexico, 
| exhausted as she now is, prostrated as she has 
| been, defeated—can any man believe that it will 
cost as much to defend that frontier as the last 
| campaign has cost? No, sir. | will hazard noth- 
ing in asserting that the very interest of the money 
spent in the last campaign would have secured that 
line for an indefinite period, and that the men who 
| have lost their lives would have been more than 
|| sufficient to defend it. 
| So much for the past; we now come to the com- 
mencement of another campaign; and the question 
is, What shall be done? The same measurcs are 
proposed. It is still ‘‘a vigorous prosecution of 
the war.’’? The measures are identically the same. 
| It is not for conquest—that is now as emphatically 
disowned as it was in the first instance. The ob- 
|| ject is not to blot Mexico out of the list of nations, 
for the President is emphatic in the expression 
of his desire to maintain the nationality of Mexi- 
'co. He desires to see her an independei » and 
| flourishing community, and assigns strong and co- 
ent reasons for all that. Well, sir, the question 
is now, What ought to be done? Weare now 
coming to the practical question. Shall we aim at 
carrying on another vigorous campaign under pres 
ent circumstances ? : 
Mr. President, I have examined this question 
with care, and [ repeat, that I cannot support 
the recommendations of the President. There are 
/many and powerful reasons, stronger than those 


| 
| 


_which existed at the commencement of the last 
campaign, to justify my opposition now. 1 
| cost in money will be vastly greater. There is & 
bill for ten additional regiments now before the 
Senate, and another bill providing for twenty regr 
|| ments of volunteers has been reported, making In 
all, not less, I suppose, than twenty-five thous 
troops; raising the number of troops in the service— 
as, | presume, the chairman of the Committee on 
| Military Affairs can inforin you—to not much less 
than seventy thousand in the whole. Well, sit, 
“the expense will be much more than that of the } 
| lastcampaign. It will cost not much short of six- 
il ty millions of dollars, 
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